FWP Outdoor Report Script

7/21/11
“BURBOT RELOCATION”

WINSTON GREELY: FISH MANAGERS HAVE A UNIQUE SOLUTION TO IMPROVE THE TROUT FISHERY AT ONE OF THE BIG HOLE VALLEYS POPULAR MOUNTAIN LAKES. 
JIM OLSEN: FAR AS I KNOW, I’M NOT AWARE OF ANY OTHER PLACE WHERE IT HAS BEEN USED AS A WAY TO MANAGE A SUCKER POPULATION TO IMPROVE A BROOK TROUT FISHERY.
WINSTON GREELY: BIOLOGISTS ARE RELOCATING BURBOT FROM ONE LAKE TO CONTROL THE GROWING SUCKER POPULATION IN ANOTHER LAKE; THIS IN TURN WILL BENEFIT THE TROUT FISHERY.
JIM OLSEN: THEY ARE A NATIVE PREDATOR IN THESE LAKES AND IN THE OTHER LAKES IN THE BIG HOLE WHERE THEY OCCUR THEY SEEM TO DO A GOOD JOB OF REGULATING SUCKER NUMBERS AND THEY DON’T GET OVER ABUNDANT SUCKER POPULATIONS THAT START TO IMPACT THE TROUT.
WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA): BURBOT ARE ONE OF MORE THAN 50 NATIVE SPECIES OF FISH IN MONTANA, BUT BIOLOGISTS HAVE RARELY MOVED THEM FROM ONE BODY OF WATER TO ANOTHER.
JIM OLSEN: WE THINK IT IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO TRY IT, TO SEE HOW IT WORKS AND IF IT IS SOMETHING THAT COULD BE USED SOME WHERE ELSE, IT MIGHT BE A GOOD MANAGEMENT TOOL FOR US.
WINSTON GREELY: WHILE IT WILL TAKE SOME TIME TO DETERMINE IF THIS EXPERIMENT WORKS, MANAGERS REALIZE ANOTHER BENEFIT OF THIS PROJECT IS CREATING A UNIQUE ANGLING OPPORTUNITY.
JIM OLSEN: THAT’S KIND OF OUR HOPE IS THAT THOSE BURBOT WILL BECOME SELF SUSTAINING IN THAT LAKE, JUST LIKE THEY ARE IN SOME OF THESE OTHER LAKES AND JUST BECOME A NATURAL PART OF THAT SYSTEM AND CONTROL THOSE SUCKERS.
WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

