FWP Outdoor Report Script

2/17/11
“BRUCELLOSIS STUDY”

WINSTON GREELY: AS THE FIRST ELK ARRIVES FROM THE SKY, WILDLIFE RESEARCHERS BEGIN AN AMBITIOUS PROJECT TO TRY AND GET A CLEAR CUT UNDERSTANDING OF BRUCELLOSIS IN MONTANA. BRUCELLOSIS, WHICH IS A BACTERIA THAT CAN CAUSE PROBLEMS IN LIVESTOCK AND WILDLIFE, IS KNOWN TO EXIST IN THE GREATER YELLOWSTONE AREA. BUT THROUGH THIS RESEARCH MANAGERS HOPE TO LEARN THE EXTENT OF ITS’ RANGE IN MONTANA.
NEIL ANDERSON: SINCE WE KNOW WE HAVE IT HERE AND WE HAVEN’T BEEN ABLE TO FIND IT ANYWHERE ELSE LET’S TRY TO FIND THAT BOUNDARY WHERE BRUCELLOSIS IS AND WHERE WE DON’T FIND IT. 
WINSTON GREELY: TO DO THIS RESEARCHERS WILL SAMPLE 100 ELK, IF ONE IS FOUND TO BE EXPOSED TO BRUCELLOSIS THEY WILL FIT THE ELK WITH A GPS COLLAR, THIS WILL ALLOW RESEARCHERS TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS DISEASE.
NEIL ANDERSON: JUST TRYING TO FIND OUT, JUST HOW OFTEN DO THEY SHED BACTERIA ON THE GROUND, WHEN DO THEY DO IT. THAT WILL HELP US ASSESS MAYBE THE RISKS TO OTHER CATTLE AND ELK, TRYING TO FIND OUT IF BRUCELLOSIS IS INCREASING ON THE LANDSCAPE, WHAT’S CAUSING IT. 
WINSTON GREELY: THESE COLLARS WILL ALSO ALLOW MANAGERS TO GET A BETTER IDEA OF ELK MOVEMENTS IN THE AREA.
NEIL ANDERSON: THAT WILL GIVE US A BETTER IDEA ON HOW TO MANAGE THIS HERD, AS WELL AS, GIVE US A BETTER IDEA OF WHERE BRUCELLOSIS MAY BE MOVING ON THE LANDSCAPE.
WINSTON GREELY: DEPENDING ON FUNDING, THIS RESEARCH WILL CONTINUE FOR THE NEXT SEVERAL YEARS WITH CREWS CAPTURING ELK IN DIFFERENT AREAS EACH YEAR. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

