FWP Outdoor Report Script

3/31/11
“ANTELOPE STUDY”

WINSTON GREELY: FOR A FEW HOURS BIOLOGISTS CAN ENDURE THESE FREEZING CONDITIONS FOR SCIENCE, BUT FOR AN ANTELOPE IT IS A REASON WHY THEY SHOULD BE SOMEPLACE ELSE. 
ANDREW JAKES: IF YOU WERE A PRONGHORN WOULD YOU RATHER STICK AROUND HERE AND HANG OUT IN SOME MARGINAL HABITAT OR WOULD YOU WANT TO MOVE AND FIND MORE OPTIMAL FORAGE.
WINSTON GREELY: FOR THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS RESEARCH BIOLOGIST ANDREW JAKES HAS BEEN LOOKING AT THE MOVEMENTS OF ANTELOPE IN NORTH EASTERN MONTANA. AND WHAT HE IS FINDING IS CHANGING OUR WHOLE PERCEPTION OF PRONGHORN MIGRATION. 
ANDREW JAKES: THIS ANTELOPE, RIGHT HERE, CAPTURED CLOSE TO GLASGOW, MONTANA. SHE SUMMERED UP NORTH OF GRASSLANDS NATIONAL PARK IN SASKATCHEWAN, AND HERE WE ARE PICKING UP HER COLLAR JUST OUTSIDE OF INGOMAR MONTANA. 
WINSTON GREELY: THIS 300 MILE MIGRATION IS EVIDENCE THAT PRONGHORN IN THE NORTHERN EXTENT OF THEIR RANGE NEED TO MOVE TO DIFFERENT AREAS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR TO SURVIVE, BUT JAKES’ RESEARCH IS ALSO SHOWING THERE ARE IMPEDIMENTS SUCH AS ROADS AND FENCES THAT CAN IMPACT THEIR PROGRESS.
ANDREW JAKES: IF YOU THINK ABOUT IT, IF AN ANIMAL IS GOING THROUGH THIS DEEP SNOW AND IT HITS A FENCE, IT CAN’T GO UNDER. ITS’ LOST SO MUCH ENERGY AT THIS POINT THAT IT IS PRETTY HARD TO GO OVER, SO IT JUST FOLLOWS ALONG THE FENCE LINE AND IT MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO GET TO WHERE IT NEEDS TO BE.
WINSTON GREELY: THIS RESEARCH INFORMATION WILL PASS TO WILDLIFE MANAGERS, WHO HOPE TO REDUCE THESE BARRIERS TO PRONGHORN MIGRATION. 
MARK SULLIVAN: SOME THINGS ARE GOING TO BE VERY SMALL PROJECTS LIKE DIFFERENT FENCE DESIGNS OR LEAVING GATES OPEN. AND WE COULD EVEN BE LOOKING AT DOING SOME LARGE SCALE MANAGEMENT ACTIONS, SUCH AS, OVERPASSES.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS STUDY HAS MOTIVATED WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AGENCIES AND LANDOWNERS TO WORK TOGETHER TO CONSERVE AN ANIMAL, WHICH WE NOW REALIZE KNOWS NO BORDERS. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

