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Allison Begley: What we have here is an irrigation pipe that was left in Lake Mead for 12 months.  What has settled on here are adult quagga mussels.  In some cases this can look like the inside of your boat motor. 
Mike Gurnett: Aquatic Invasive Species, 
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) seems like a problem for someplace else, but these plants, animals and pathogens are right at our doorstep.  Here in Montana an aggressive campaign is underway to minimize the threat of these devastating invaders. 

Allison Begley: We have watercraft inspection stations setup across the state and to prepare the inspectors for the summer season,

Allison Begley: (On Camera) The boating season we start with a three-day training where we teach them all about aquatic invasive species, the process of interviewing and inspecting a boat as well as some practical hands-on exercises using pressure washers and some of the other tools that we have on the job. A boat carrying standing water with a bunch of mussel larva could forever change some of the water bodies in Montana.  They would impact hydroelectric power, irrigation systems, drinking water supplies as well as the ability for folks to recreate in an area. It’s a multimillion dollar problem to prevent and a multibillion dollar problem to solve.
Mike Gurnett: When transporting your boat in Montana, an inspection is now part of the routine. But as the old saying goes, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.           
