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“A Barrel of Owls”
 July 26, 2012
Mike Gurnett: Springtime in the Highwood Mountains means it’s time for neighbors to pitch-in and help neighbors. For over fifty years, here at the Swan Ranch, 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) the season has also meant watching and waiting for the baby owls to immerge from their nest right next to the ranch houses.

John Schipf: Every year we get a little crop of baby owls, whether it is one or two and we’ve slowly but surely lost all of our big cottonwood trees

John Schipf: (On Camera) So I tried to think of what best replicated a big hole in an old tree and we thought of getting an old barrel of some kind and so we cut a hole in it about the size we thought would work and we threw some straw in there and it has survived quite a few major wind storms and so far, so good.
Mike Gurnett: When I was first here to shoot this story the little owlet had not come out of the nest.  So John kept a camera and kept watch until he captured this footage of the little owl, out on the perch. 

John Schipf: Ok the little guy is out, first time. So there really wasn’t anywhere of them to walk out of that barrel so we took a couple shelving brackets and put a kind of a small log across there so they could perch on that because we knew that when that little guy came out, he’d need somewhere to walk around on rather than just fall out of the hole. 

Mike Gurnett:  John is the kind of neighbor that you want to have, if you are the ranch family that lives down the road or the owl family that lives next door. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.
