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“2008 REVIEW”

WINSTON GREELY:  AS WE PUSH INTO 2009, WE WANTED TO SHARE SOME OF THE HIGHLIGHTS OF 2008 OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS. 2008 WAS THE YEAR OF LAND CONSERVATION AS NEW AREAS OPENED FOR PEOPLE AND WILDLIFE ON THE YELLOWSTONE RIVER NEAR BILLINGS, THE MARIAS RIVER NEAR SHELBY AND THE NORTH SHORE OF FLATHEAD LAKE. WARDENS FROM ACROSS THE U.S. GATHERED IN GREAT FALLS THIS PAST SUMMER FOR A CONFERENCE ON WILDLIFE ENFORCEMENT. THE DEPARTMENT STEPPED UP ITS’ EFFORTS TO MONITOR BRUCELLOSIS IN ELK BY ASKING HUNTERS TO TAKE SAMPLES DURING THE HUNTING SEASON. MONTANA’S NATIVE FISH CONTINUE TO RECEIVE EMPHASIS WITH MULTIPLE PROJECTS HAPPENING ACROSS THE STATE. ONE OF THE LARGEST RESTORATION PROJECTS MOVED A LOT OF GROUND AS THE MILLTOWN DAM WAS REMOVED THIS PAST SPRING. ACROSS WESTERN MONTANA THE BARK BEETLES IMPACTS ARE EVIDENT AND REMOVING TREES IN STATE PARKS IS ONE STEP IN DEALING WITH THIS ON GOING ENDEMIC.  SOME OF MONTANA’S UNIQUE ANIMALS WERE PROFILED THIS YEAR WITH A LOOK AT PRAIRIE DOGS, WOLVERINES, SCORPIONS, TIGER MUSKIES AND MONTANA’S FRESH WATER MUSSELS. FROM EVERYONE AT MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS WE WANT TO WISH YOU A HAPPY NEW YEAR AND HOPE YOU CONTINUE TO ENJOY MORE GREAT STORIES OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

