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1/20/11
“10 YEARS OF SWG”

WINSTON GREELY: IN THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS BRYCE MAXELL AND THE MONTANA NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM HAVE OBSERVED THOUSANDS OF ANIMALS ACROSS THE STATE, SOME THAT WEREN’T EVEN KNOWN TO EXIST. 
BRYCE MAXELL: THE IDAHO GIANT SALAMANDER AND THE NORTHERN SHARP TAIL SHREW, WE HAD NO IDEA THEY WERE IN THE STATE PRIOR TO THESE SURVEYS.
WINSTON GREELY: THESE DISCOVERIES WERE MADE POSSIBLE BY THE STATE WILDLIFE GRANTS PROGRAM OR SWIG, WHICH ARE FEDERAL FUNDS DISPERSED TO STATES FOR MANAGEMENT OF NON GAME SPECIES. THIS NATIONAL PROGRAM CELEBRATING ITS’ 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY IS INTENDED TO PREVENT WILDLIFE FROM BECOMING THREATENED OR ENDANGERED. 
LAURI HANAUSKA-BROWN: IT’S BEEN TEN YEARS AND IT HAS SHOWN TO BE VERY SUCCESSFUL IN TERMS OF FUNDING CONSERVATION OF ECOSYSTEMS, AND HABITATS AND NON-GAME AND GAME SPECIES ALIKE.
WINSTON GREELY: IN THE LAST DECADE MONTANA HAS USED SWG DOLLARS FOR A VARIETY OF LARGE SCALE HABITAT PROJECTS, WORKED TO CONSERVE AND RESTORE MONTANA’S BIRDS, AND CONDUCTED SURVEYS ON SPECIES SUCH AS BATS, REPTILES, AMPHIBIANS AND SMALL MAMMALS. 
BRYCE MAXELL: OUR UNDERSTANDING OF A VARIETY OF SPECIES HAS COMPLETELY CHANGED JUST WITH THE INFUSION OF THOSE SWG DOLLARS. 
WINSTON GREELY: THIS PROGRAM IS BENEFITING WILDLIFE THAT HAVE BECOME A BIG DRAW TO MONTANA’S ECONOMY. 
LAURI HANAUSKA-BROWN: MILLIONS OF DOLLARS COME INTO MONTANA ANNUALLY. IF YOU THINK ABOUT FREEZEOUT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA ALONE THE THOUSANDS OF BIRDWATCHERS THAT GO THERE ANNUALLY, THAT SPEND MONEY IN THE SMALL COMMUNITIES THAT SURROUND THAT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA THAT IS AN IMPORTANT REVENUE SOURCE IN A LOT OF PLACES IN MONTANA.
WINSTON GREELY: AS WE HEAD INTO THE NEXT TEN YEARS OF SWG, MANAGERS HOPE THIS PROGRAM WILL CONTINUE TO BENEFIT ALL OF MONTANA’S WILDLIFE. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

