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“SCULPIN”


DAVID SCHMETTERLING: IT’S UNFORTUNATE THAT THESE GUYS ARE REALLY BECOMING RARE.

WINSTON GREELY: WHEN DAVID SCHMETTERLING BEGAN LOOKING AT WESTERN MONTANA’S SCULPIN, HE DISCOVERED A TROUBLESOME TREND.

DAVID SCHMETTERLING: JUST IN 10 YEARS WE HAVE SEEN DRAMATIC CHANGES IN THEIR DISTRIBUTION. STREAMS THAT THEY ONCE OCCURRED AND WERE ONCE ABUNDANT, TO THE POINT THAT YOU WOULD THINK THAT THEY WOULD ALWAYS BE THERE, THEY ARE GONE NOW.

WINSTON GREELY: SCULPIN ARE A COMMON FISH FOUND IN WESTERN MONTANA WATERWAYS AND BECAUSE OF THEIR SENSITIVITY TO STREAM CONDITIONS THEY ARE A GOOD INDICATOR FOR CHANGES IN THE ENVIRONMENT. 

DAVID SCHMETTERLING: ONE OF THE REASONS THEY ARE SUCH A GOOD INDICATOR OF POLLUTION OR ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE IS BECAUSE LIKE SLIMY SCULPIN THEY DON’T MOVE AROUND VERY MUCH THEY MAY SPEND THEIR ENTIRE LIVES IN AN AREA THE SIZE OF THIS POOL SO THEY ARE AN INCREDIBLE RECORDER OF THE ENVIRONMENT HERE.

WINSTON GREELY: AS FISH CREWS FOCUS MORE ATTENTION ON SCULPIN THEY HOPE IT WILL SHED MORE LIGHT ON MONTANA’S OTHER NATIVE FISH.

DAVID SCHMETTERLING: BECAUSE SCULPIN PLAY SUCH A CRITICAL ROLE IN STREAMS AND RIVERS CHANGES THAT WE ARE SEEING TO THEIR DISTRIBUTION ARE GOING TO HAVE CHANGES TO OTHER SPECIES AS WELL. AND UNDERSTANDING WHAT HAPPENS TO THESE LITTLE FISH WILL MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE IN HOW BIGGER FISH LIKE CUTTHROAT OR BULLTROUT PERSIST OVER TIME.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.
