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“YELLOWSTONE FISH”
  


WINSTON GREELY: 2011’S RECORD YELLOWSTONE RIVER RUN OFF, TRIGGERED AN ANGLING OPPORTUNITY THAT HAD BIOLOGISTS AND FISHERMEN PUZZLED.

CALEB BOLLMAN: PEOPLE WERE CATCHING THESE PIKE, THEY WERE CATCHING THESE WALLEYE, THEY WERE CATCHING ALL OF THESE FISH AND THEY UNDERSTOOD SOMETHING HAD HAPPENED BECAUSE IT WASN’T WHAT THEY WERE USED TO.

WINSTON GREELY:  TO UNDERSTAND WHERE THESE FISH WERE COMING FROM, BIOLOGISTS TAGGED WALLEYE IN THE YELLOWSTONE RIVER BETWEEN MILES CITY AND GLENDIVE, THESE TAGGED FISH WERE THEN CAUGHT A FEW MONTHS LATER IN NORTH DAKOTA’S LAKE SAKAKEWEA AN AVERAGE DISTANCE OF 120 MILES DOWNSTREAM.

CALEB BOLLMAN: MOST PEOPLE TEND TO THINK A FISH THAT IS GOING TO MIGRATE 120 MILES IN THREE MONTHS THAT IS PROBABLY JUST AN EXCEPTIONAL INDIVIDUAL AN OUTLIER, BUT SOME OF THIS DEMONSTRATES THAT IF GIVEN THE RIGHT CONDITIONS IT’S NOT JUST THE OUTLIERS IT’S A GOOD PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION THAT IS GOING TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT.

WINSTON GREELY: BIOLOGISTS BELIEVE 2011’S HIGH WATER, ALONG WITH THE SUBSEQUENT SCOURING OF INTAKE DIVERSION DAM, ALLOWED THESE WALLEYE TO MOVE UP RIVER ALONG WITH OTHER FISH SPECIES AS WELL.

CALEB BOLLMAN: WE DID SEE AN ABOVE AVERAGE NUMBER OF SOME OF THE OTHER FISH LIKE BLUE SUCKERS, SHORT NOSE GAR, AND PIKE. 

WINSTON GREELY: 2011’S HISTORIC FLOWS WERE AN ANOMALY, BUT BIOLOGISTS ARE CONFIDENT THESE CONDITIONS CAN BE REPLICATED IN THE FUTURE TO HELP FISH ON A REGULAR BASIS.

CALEB BOLLMAN: IT JUST DEMONSTRATES WHAT THESE FISH CAN DO WHEN GIVEN PASSAGE AND FLOW OPPORTUNITY TO MOVE THROUGHOUT THE SYSTEM. AND IT DEMONSTRATES HOW WE NEED TO HAVE THAT IF WE WANT TO MAINTAIN THESE FISHERIES THROUGH THE FUTURE.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
