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“YEAR IN REVIEW”
  
WINSTON GREELY:  RESEARCH AND CONSERVATION HIGHLIGHTED MONTANA’S FISH AND WILDLIFE IN 2014.

FISH AND WILDLIFE RESEARCH SPREAD ACROSS THE STATE LAST YEAR WITH THE START OF A NEW COMPREHENSIVE STATEWIDE SHEEP STUDY, RESEARCH WRAPPED UP THIS PAST YEAR ON HARLEQUIN DUCKS IN GLACIER,  A STUDY IS UNDERWAY LOOKING AT ELK MOVEMENTS IN SOUTHWEST MONTANA, ARCTIC GRAYLING RESEARCH CONTINUES IN THE CENTENNIAL VALLEY, TROUT MOVEMENTS ARE BEING LOOKED AT ON THE MISSOURI RIVER, THE RELATIONSHIP OF GRAZING AND SONG BIRDS CONCLUDED LAST YEAR IN CENTRAL MONTANA, AND A LOOK AT POSSIBLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT IMPACTS ON MULE DEER IN EASTERN MONTANA CONTINUES.

A LOT OF ATTENTION WAS FOCUSED LAST YEAR ON SOME OF MONTANA’S SENSITIVE SPECIES. WORK CONTINUES TO REMOVE THE GRIZZLY BEAR FROM THE ENDANGERED SPECIES LIST, THIS PAST YEAR ARCTIC GRAYLING WERE LEFT OFF THE LIST DUE IN LARGE PART TO THE CONSERVATION EFFORTS BY MANY OVER THE LAST FEW DECADES, MONTANA’S BATS CONTINUE TO BE MONITORED AS A POSSIBLE DEADLY BAT DISEASE MOVES ACROSS THE NATION. AND SAGE GROUSE SAW DRAMATIC CHANGES TO THEIR HUNTING SEASON AS THEY FACE DECLINES ACROSS MUCH OF THEIR RANGE.

2014 MARKED THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WILDERNESS ACT, AND WHILE CELEBRATIONS TOOK PLACE ACROSS THE STATE, ONE MAN ATTEMPTED TO RUN THROUGH EVERY WILDERNESS IN MONTANA.

I’M WINSTON GREELY AND FROM EVERYONE AT FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS WE WISH YOU A HAPPY NEW YEAR AND HOPE YOU CAN GET OUT AND ENJOY MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

