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“XMAS TREES”
  

WINSTON GREELY: THEY CALL IT PINES FOR PERCH, AN ANNUAL TRADITION, USING RECYCLED CHRISTMAS TREES TO PROVIDE HABITAT FOR FISH. 

ADAM STRAINER: THE COMMUNITY REALLY RALLIES AROUND A PROJECT LIKE THIS, YOU KNOW WE ARE TAKING CHRISTMAS TREES THAT WOULD BE DISCARDED IN THE LANDFILL AND THIS GIVES THEM ANOTHER OPTION FOR PLACEMENT OF CHRISTMAS TREES AND IT GIVES US A GREAT SOURCE FOR ESSENTIALLY CHEAP HABITAT STRUCTURES.

WINSTON GREELY: THESE TREES PROVIDE A SPAWNING AREA FOR PERCH AND A PLACE TO LIVE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.

ADAM STRAINER: WE MANAGE THIS RESERVOIR AS A QUALITY MULTI SPECIES FISHERY AND YELLOW PERCH ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR TWO ASPECTS OF THAT, ONE PROVIDE A QUALITY ANGLING EXPERIENCE AND TWO TO PROVIDE A FORAGE BASE FOR THE PREDATORS IN THIS SYSTEM.

WINSTON GREELY: OVER THE LAST 20 YEARS, THIS PROJECT HAS PUT IN MORE THAN 70,000 CHRISTMAS TREES INTO CANYON FERRY. BUT BECAUSE OF THE DECAY OF THE TREES AND THE SIZE OF THE RESERVOIR, IT IS STILL A FAIRLY SMALL PROJECT.

ADAM STRAINER: AS YOU DRIVE AWAY FROM CANYON FERRY AND LOOK OUT ACROSS A 4 MILE WIDE BODY OF WATER, IT IS JUST A LITTLE THIMBLE FULL OF PERCH HABITAT STRUCTURES. SO YOU CAN SEE WHY ANNUALLY IF WE CONTINUE THIS PROJECT ITS NECESSARY, YOU KNOW YOU MIGHT ONLY HAVE 3 TO 4 YEARS OF HABITAT STRUCTURES OUT THERE AT ONE TIME.

WINSTON GREELY: AND WHILE THIS PROJECT CAN BENEFIT PERCH, MAYBE MORE IMPORTANTLY IT IS A WAY FOR USERS OF CANYON FERRY TO COME TOGETHER.

ADAM STRAINER: TO DO A PROJECT LIKE THIS BUILDS MORAL WITH OUR CONSTITUENTS, IT CAN BE CONSIDERED A FEEL GOOD PROJECT IN SOME REGARDS. BUT AT THE SAME TIME EVEN IF WE HANG OUR HAT ON ONE GOOD YEAR OF SUCCESS BASED ON THIS PROJECT IT IS A RISK WE ARE WILLING TO TAKE.

WINSTON GREELY: I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 

