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“WOLF MONITORS”
  


WINSTON GREELY: MONTANA’S WOLF BIOLOGISTS FACE MANY CHALLENGES IN MANAGING THE STATE’S WOLVES.

LIZ BRADLEY: WOLVES IS PRETTY CHALLENGING BECAUSE THE WOLF POPULATION HAS GROWN REALLY QUICKLY TOO. SO WE AS AN AGENCY ARE LEARNING TOO BECAUSE WE ARE NEW TO MANAGEMENT WE ARE ONLY IN OUR THIRD HARVEST SEASON WE JUST FINISHED OUR FIRST TRAPPING SEASON.

WINSTON GREELY: MONITORING WOLVES IS A CRUCIAL COMPONENT IN WOLF MANAGEMENT, BUT THE PRIMARY METHOD OF TRAPPING AND RADIO COLLARING A WOLF CAN BE A CHALLENGE.

LIZ BRADLEY: IF WE CAN GET ONE COLLAR OUT, ONE OR TWO A MONTH WE ARE DOING PRETTY GOOD, BUT THOSE COLLARS ARE REALLY VALUABLE GETTING A COLLAR IN A PACK NOW GIVES US THE ABILITY TO MONITOR THE MOVEMENTS OF THE ENTIRE PACK.

WINSTON GREELY: BIOLOGISTS ALSO USE OTHER MONITORING METHODS; ONE NEW TECHNIQUE PLACES REMOTE CAMERAS IN WELL KNOWN WOLF LOCATIONS. THIS ALLOWS BIOLOGISTS TO LEARN MORE IN THEIR YEAR LONG PROCESS.

KENT LAUDON: THE ADVANTAGE IS AT THE END OF THE YEAR WE ARE GOING TO HAVE MORE POPULATION DATA AND FOR WOLVES IT’S REALLY A YEAR LONG SURVEY EFFORT, SO WE ARE COLLECTING DATA THE ENTIRE YEAR.

WINSTON GREELY: EVEN WITH THESE MANAGEMENT CHALLENGES, WOLF BIOLOGISTS STRIVE TO FIND A BALANCE FOR WOLVES ON THE LANDSCAPE.

LIZ BRADLEY: I THINK ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT THINGS FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS DOES FOR ALL WILDLIFE IS TRY AND MAKE A PLACE FOR WILDLIFE ON THE LANDSCAPE. AND WE ARE TRYING TO FIT WOLVES INTO THE MODEL JUST LIKE WE DO MOUNTAIN LIONS AND BLACK BEARS AND HAVE A SEASON ON THEM AND THAT ALLOWS PEOPLE TO BE APART OF THE MANAGEMENT AS WELL.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
