FWP Outdoor Report Script

7/05/12

“WILDLIFE GARDENING”




WINSTON GREELY:  VISITORS TO DAVID SCHMETTERLING AND MARILYN MARLERS’ MISSOULA HOME ARE SURPRISED TO LEARN THEY DON’T WATER THEIR YARD. 

DAVID SCHMETTERLING: OUR INTENTIONS WITH OUR WHOLE YARD IS TO USE NATIVE PLANTS SO WE REDUCE OUR USE OF WATER AND OTHER RESOURCES, BUT ALSO TO CREATE WILDLIFE HABITAT.

WINSTON GREELY: SCHMETTERLING AND MARLER ARE FOLLOWING A SIMPLE CONCEPT, PLANT DIVERSE NATIVE PLANTS LET THEM ATTRACT A VARIETY OF INSECTS AND THEN WATCH A VARIETY OF BIRDS FLOCK TO THE YARD.

MARILYN MARLER:  JUST BECAUSE WE LIVE IN A CITY DOESN’T MEAN THAT WE CAN’T LIVE CLOSE TO NATURE AND JUST AS SOMETHING AS EASY AS GROWING NATIVE PLANTS YOU CAN LIVE WITH NATURE EVERY SINGLE DAY.

WINSTON GREELY: NATIVE PLANT GARDENING IS GROWING IN POPULARITY AND WHILE SOME DO IT FOR WILDLIFE CONSERVATION, OTHERS SEE IT AS A WAY TO SAVE THEMSELVES TIME AND MONEY.

DAVID SCHMETTERLING: IT’S NOT MAINTENANCE FREE, BUT WE DON’T WATER, MOW IT, FERTILIZE IT, PESTICIDE IT, THESE PLANTS ARE ADAPTED TO THESE EXACT CONDITIONS.

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA): THE BEST ADVICE FOR A BEGINNING WILDLIFE GARDENER IS TO START SMALL.

MARILYN MARLER:  BY GIVING A LITTLE BIT OF YOUR YARD FOR WILDLIFE YOU CAN HAVE A REALLY BIG IMPACT. AND THERE ARE A FEW WAYS TO GET STARTED THEY CAN FIND A NATIVE PLANT SELLER IN THEIR AREA, JOIN THE MONTANA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY, AND THERE IS A LOT OF DIFFERENT GARDEN BLOGS YOU CAN FOLLOW ONLINE.

WINSTON GREELY: WHILE NATIVE PLANT GARDENING HAS MANY BENEFITS, ONE OF THE BIGGEST REWARDS ONE CAN HAVE IS THE DAILY CONNECTION WITH NATURE.

DAVID SCHMETTERLING:  ANYBODY THAT LIKE’S SPENDING TIME OUTSIDE WHETHER YOU ENJOY HUNTING, FISHING, HIKING MOST OF THE TIME YOU ARE LOOKING AT PLANTS AND IT IS JUST A GREAT WAY TO BRING THAT HOME WITH YOU AND HAVE THAT CONNECTION.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.
