FWP Outdoor Report Script

5/03/12

“WILDLIFE CAMERAS”
  


KENT LAUDON: BEFORE THIS CAMERA WE ACTUALLY HAD NO IDEA HOW MANY PUPS ARE IN THERE. SO OUR OVERALL NUMBERS JUST BECAME A LOT BETTER FOR THAT PACK.

WINSTON GREELY:  INCREASINGLY BIOLOGISTS ARE USING REMOTE CAMERAS TO LEARN MORE ABOUT MONTANA’S WILDLIFE.

KENT LAUDON: IT ALLOWS US TO DO SO MUCH MORE AND I GUESS IT ACTUALLY BUMPS INTO TAKES CARE OF SOME OF THE IMPOSSIBLE THAT WE ACTUALLY CAN’T DO.

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA):   THIS IS ONE OF THE VERY FIRST REMOTE CAMERAS. INVENTED BY FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARK BIOLOGISTS MORE THAN 20 YEARS AGO TO STUDY BEARS IN NORTHWEST MONTANA. TODAY THESE CAMERAS AND THEIR USES HAVE EVOLVED. LAST YEAR, DIANE BOYD BEGAN USING REMOTE CAMERAS ALONG THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN FRONT, TO SURVEY GROUSE ON THEIR BREEDING GROUNDS. 

DIANE BOYD: IT’S A REALLY USEFUL TOOL, IT’S COST EFFECTIVE, WE CAN GET A LOT MORE INFORMATION MUCH MORE QUICKLY IN A SEASON THAN WE COULD EVER GET WITH A HUMAN ON THE GROUND.

WINSTON GREELY:  THIS COST EFFECTIVE TOOL ALLOWS BIOLOGISTS TO GATHER INFORMATION THAT JUST A FEW YEARS AGO WAS NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO ATTAIN. 

KENT LAUDON: IT’S JUST LIKE IF WE TOOK A PERSON AND PLACED THEM IN A SPOT OF INTEREST AND TOLD THEM TO SIT HERE FOR TWO WEEKS AND RECORD EVERYTHING THAT YOU SEE. AND THEN WE TAKE THE NEXT PERSON AND GO TO THE NEXT SPOT AND SO ON AND SO ON

WINSTON GREELY: ONE OF THE INTERESTING ASPECTS TO THESE REMOTE CAMERAS IS THE ADDITIONAL STORIES THEY REVEAL. FROM A MATING DANCE INTERRUPTED TO A TRAIL THAT SHOWS THE DIVERSITY OF MONTANA’S LANDSCAPE. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
