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“WILDLIFE & SOUND”
  

WINSTON GREELY: HUMANS CAN MAKE A LOT OF NOISE, BUT OUR UNDERSTANDING OF HOW THESE SOUNDS MAY IMPACT THE NATURAL WORLD IS STILL NEW.

SARAH REED: THERE HAS REALLY BEEN A GROWING INTEREST IN THE AFFECTS OF INTRODUCED NOISE ON WILDLIFE. SOME OF THAT COMES FROM A JUST GROWING REALIZATION ABOUT THE AFFECTS OF THE DIFFERENT HUMAN ACTIVITIES ON WILDLIFE, BUT ALSO IT COMES FROM THE TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES.

WINSTON GREELY: ONE OF THESE TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES IS A COMPUTER PROGRAM, DESIGNED BY REED, TO PREDICT HOW HUMAN CAUSED NOISES IMPACT NATURAL ENVIRONMENTS. THIS PROGRAM ALLOWS USERS TO CONSIDER VARIOUS FACTORS WHEN DETERMINING WHERE SOUNDS MIGHT IMPACT WILDLIFE ON THE LANDSCAPE.

SARAH REED: IN SOME CASES THERE ARE ANIMALS THAT WILL AVOID OR LIMIT THEIR USE OF AREAS THAT ARE NOISY DUE TO INTRODUCED HUMAN NOISE. THERE IS ALSO QUITE A LOT OF EVIDENCE THAT SOUND CAN INTERRUPT COMMUNICATION FOR VOCAL ANIMAL SPECIES. IT ALSO INTERRUPTS THE ABILITY OF PREDATORS AND PREY TO LOCATE EACH OTHER. AND THEN IN SOME CASES THEY ARE SHOWING THAT THE DISTURBANCE FROM INTRODUCED NOISE IS GREAT ENOUGH THAT IT CAN IMPACT REPRODUCTIVE SUCCESS.

WINSTON GREELY:  TODAY REED AND THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY ARE IN THE MADISON VALLEY, STUDYING HOW RESIDENTIAL SUB DIVISION SOUNDS MAY IMPACT WILDLIFE.

SARAH REED: THERE IS QUITE A WIDE VARIETY OF THINGS PEOPLE DO ON THEIR PRIVATE LANDS AND WE DON’T REALLY HAVE A GOOD UNDERSTANDING OF WHICH ARE LIKELY TO IMPACT WHAT WILDLIFE SPECIES OCCUR THERE AND WHICH AREN’T. 

WINSTON GREELY: AND WHILE REED’S COMPUTER PROGRAM HAS MADE ANALYZING SOUND ON THE LANDSCAPE EASIER, THERE IS STILL A LOT TO LEARN ABOUT WILDLIFE AND SOUND. 

SARAH REED: I THINK WE HAVE, NOT ONLY A POTENTIAL TO LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW WE ARE IMPACTING WILDLIFE, BUT ALSO TO UNDERSTAND MORE HOW WILDLIFE ARE USING THEIR ACOUSTIC ENVIRONMENT TO NAVIGATE, TO USE THEIR HABITAT, TO FIND MATES, ETC.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
