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“WILDERNESS ACT”
  



WINSTON GREELY: FIFTY YEARS AGO THE U.S. CONGRESS PASSED AN ACT THAT WOULD FOREVER PRESERVE AMERICA’S WILD LANDS.

BRIAN SYBERT:  WHAT THE WILDERNESS ACT DID WHEN IT WAS PASSED IN 1964 WAS PUT IN PLACE A LAW, WHICH ALLOWS FEDERAL LANDS TO BE DESIGNATED AS WILDERNESS WHICH MEANS THEY WILL THEREFORE STAY PROTECTED IN AN UNDEVELOPED STATE IN PERPETUITY. 

WINSTON GREELY: MONTANA HAS 15 WILDERNESS AREAS, WHICH CONTAIN ABOUT 3.5 MILLION ACRES AND WHILE MOTORIZED USE IS PROHIBITED MANY MONTANANS VALUE THESE LANDS.

BRIAN SYBERT: A LOT OF TIMES PEOPLE DON’T TALK ABOUT WILDERNESS IN TERMS OF LAWS, THEY TALK ABOUT WILDERNESS IN TERMS OF PLACES THEY GO VISIT WITH THEIR FAMILIES WHETHER THAT IS HUNTING FOR ELK, FISHING FOR CUTTHROAT TROUT OR JUST SIMPLY BEING OUT WITH YOUR KIDS ON A STROLL AMONGST THE PONDEROSA PINES. 

WINSTON GREELY:  THE LAST DESIGNATED WILDERNESS IN MONTANA WAS THE LEE METCALF, MORE THAN 30 YEARS AGO, SO ON THIS 50TH ANNIVERSARY WHILE MONTANANS CELEBRATE WILDERNESS IT IS ALSO A TIME TO THINK ABOUT THE FUTURE.

BRIAN SYBERT: THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WILDERNESS ACT PROVIDES A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY TO REMIND FOLKS OF HOW IMPORTANT WILDERNESS IS TO MONTANA’S HERITAGE, TO OUR WAY OF LIFE. AND CELEBRATE THE WILDERNESS THAT WE DO HAVE THAT WE HAVE PROTECTED, BUT ALSO THEY LOOK INTO THE FUTURE AND THINK ABOUT THE LANDS THAT WE STILL NEED TO PROTECT. 

WINSTON GREELY: I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 

