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“TURKEY RELEASE”
  



WINSTON GREELY: FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MORE THAN HALF A CENTURY WILDLIFE MANAGERS RELEASED TURKEYS FROM ANOTHER STATE INTO MONTANA.

COREY LOECKER: FIRST TIME IN MANY, MANY YEARS THEY HAVE COME FROM OUT OF STATE AND FIRST TIME NEBRASKA HAS SHIPPED THEM OUT OF STATE TOO.

WINSTON GREELY: WILD TURKEY’S ARE NOT NATIVE TO MONTANA, BUT WERE INTRODUCED INTO THE JUDITH MOUNTAINS IN 1954. THOSE BIRDS CAME FROM COLORADO AND SUBSEQUENT RELEASES OVER THE NEXT 3 YEARS CAME FROM WYOMING, SINCE THEN ALL TURKEY RELOCATIONS CAME FROM WILD MONTANA TURKEY POPULATIONS.

BODIE GRUNDEL: THE LAST FEW WINTERS AND SPRINGS HAVE BEEN TOUGH ON OUR BIRDS IN EASTERN MONTANA WHERE WE TRADITIONALLY GET THEM AND COREY WORKED FOR NEBRASKA HE KNEW THE GUYS DOWN THERE HE KNEW THEY HAD AN OVER ABUNDANCE AND THIS WAS THEIR FIRST RELEASE OF BIRDS OUTSIDE OF NEBRASKA. 

WINSTON GREELY: AND FOR NEBRASKA WHO HAS RECEIVED WILDLIFE FROM MONTANA IT WAS AN OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN THE FAVOR.

TODD NORDEEN: WE HAVE BEEN IMPORTING OTHER SPECIES INTO THE STATE, LIKE BIGHORN SHEEP IN THE PAST, BUT THIS WAS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR NEBRASKA TO GIVE SOMETHING BACK.

WINSTON GREELY:  SINCE 2000 THE AMOUNT OF TURKEY HUNTERS IN MONTANA HAS DOUBLED, SO ESTABLISHING NEW POPULATIONS WILL ONLY BENEFIT TURKEY HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES.

COREY LOECKER: THERE IS A BIG DEMAND FOR HUNTERS, FOR SPORTSMEN, FOR WILDLIFE VIEWING AND IT HAS BEEN IN OUR STATE POLICY TO TRAP AND MOVE TURKEYS AND EXPAND TURKEY POPULATIONS IN MONTANA.

WINSTON GREELY: WILDLIFE MANAGERS HOPE TO GET ANOTHER BATCH OF NEBRASKA TURKEYS NEXT WINTER. I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
