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“TROUT STUDY”
  



WINSTON GREELY: THE MISSOURI RIVER BETWEEN HELENA AND GREAT FALLS BOASTS ONE OF THE BEST TROUT FISHERIES IN THE STATE. BUT IN A RECENT STUDY LOOKING AT THE HEALTH OF THE TROUT POPULATION, RESEARCHERS DISCOVERED A PUZZLING BEHAVIOR.

GRANT GRISAK: THE PREVIOUS STUDY THAT WE DID WITH THE RADIO TELEMETRY WITH RAINBOW TROUT ON THE MISSOURI SHOWED THAT THEY DON’T GO BACK TO THE SAME AREA TO SPAWN.

WINSTON GREELY: BIOLOGISTS PREVIOUSLY BELIEVED TROUT, LIKE SALMON, RETURN TO THE SAME PLACE THEY WERE BORN TO SPAWN. BUT IN A SMALL STUDY RESEARCHERS FOUND IN THE MISSOURI RIVER SYSTEM, RAINBOW TROUT WOULD SPAWN IN DIFFERENT PLACES EACH YEAR. SO, TODAY THEY ARE UNDERTAKING A LARGER STUDY TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS UNUSUAL BEHAVIOR.

GRANT GRISAK: IN THIS STUDY WE ARE USING A DIFFERENT TECHNOLOGY WHERE WE ARE TAGGING ABOUT 2500 FISH AND WE ARE INSTALLING THE TAGS IN THEIR NATAL STREAMS, THE STREAMS THAT WE KNOW THEY WERE SPAWNED IN, AND THEN WE WILL FOLLOW THEM OVER THE NEXT 5 TO 6 YEARS TO SEE WHICH STREAMS THEY GO BACK TO SPAWN.

WINSTON GREELY:  THIS NEW FISH BEHAVIOR KNOWLEDGE WILL HELP CONSERVE TROUT IN MONTANA.

GRANT GRISAK: IF WE CAN UNDERSTAND WHERE SOME OF THE MORE IMPORTANT SPAWNING AREAS ARE THAT HELPS US WITH PROTECTING THOSE HABITATS. BUT IT ALSO HELPS US TO UNDERSTAND HOW FISH ARE ABLE TO SURVIVE IN THESE LARGE RIVER SYSTEMS AND THAT HELPS US IN MANAGEMENT OF TROUT STATEWIDE.

WINSTON GREELY: APPLYING THE LESSONS FROM THE MISSOURI’S SUCCESSFUL TROUT FISHERY TO OTHER TROUT WATERS IN MONTANA. I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 

