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“TROPHY MANAGEMENT”
  


WINSTON GREELY: MONTANA HAS ONE OF THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGES OF HUNTERS IN THE NATION. AND WHILE MANY HEAD TO THE FIELD FOR ANY HARVEST OPPORTUNITY, SURVEYS SHOW SOME ARE LOOKING FOR A TROPHY TO HANG ON THE WALL.

MIKE LEWIS: A LITTLE LESS THAN 25 PERCENT OF MONTANANS INDICATED THAT TROPHY HUNTING IS IMPORTANT TO THEM AND THAT THEY WOULD BE INTERESTED IN SEEING MORE HUNTING DISTRICTS IN MONTANA THAT PROVIDE FOR OPPORTUNITIES FOR BIGGER BUCKS THAT KIND OF THING.

WINSTON GREELY:  TO ADDRESS THESE DESIRES MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS MANAGES SPECIFIC DISTRICTS IN THE STATE FOR MULE DEER BUCKS. A RECENT REVIEW OF THESE AREAS SHOW THEY ARE EFFECTIVE IN PRODUCING TROPHY SIZED BUCKS.

JAY NEWELL: AND BASICALLY WE FOUND AREAS WITH LIMITED PERMITS HAD A GREATER PROPORTION OF FOUR POINT OR LARGER BUCKS IN THE HARVEST, BUT ALSO HAD DECREASED HUNTER OPPORTUNITY. LESS HUNTERS, LESS HUNTER DAYS.

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA):  WHILE CERTAIN AREAS ARE LIMITED FOR HUNTERS WANTING THOSE BIGGER BUCKS, MOST MONTANANS PREFER TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO HUNT EVERY YEAR. 

MIKE LEWIS: A MAJORITY OF MONTANANS REALLY WANT TO GET OUT AND ENJOY THE STATE AND HUNTING IS A REALLY IMPORTANT WAY TO DO THAT SO THEY ARE INTERESTED IN LESS RESTRICTIVE HUNTING REGULATIONS THAT PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY EACH AND EVERY YEAR.

WINSTON GREELY: AND THE STATES VAST HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES ARE A REASON WHY MONTANANS RANK HIGH IN THE NATION FOR THEIR PURSUIT OF GAME. WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
