FWP Outdoor Report Script

12/06/12

“TREES FOR DEER”
  


WINSTON GREELY: MANY PEOPLE VIEW CUTTING DOWN A REAL CHRISTMAS TREE WILL HARM WILDLIFE, BUT THIS YEAR MONTANANS HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO HARVEST A TREE FROM A PORTION OF MOUNT HAGGIN WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA AND IT WILL BENEFIT MULE DEER.

VANNA BOCCADORI: SO WHAT WE ARE TRYING TO DO HERE IS TO PUSH BACK SOME OF THE EXPANSION OF THE DOUG FIR, SO THAT THERE IS NOT A COMPETITION FOR THE BITTERBRUSH.

WINSTON GREELY:  DURING THE WINTER MULE DEER RELY ON SHRUBS FOR NOURISHMENT. AND WHERE IT OCCURS THE BITTERBRUSH IS AN IMPORTANT FOOD SOURCE FOR WINTERING MULE DEER, BUT ON MOUNT HAGGIN FIR TREES ARE INVADING THESE BITTERBRUSH COMMUNITIES.

VANNA BOCCADORI: HERE’S A SKELTON OF A DEAD BITTERBRUSH, THE DOUG FIR GREW UP OVER TOP OF IT, SHADED IT OUT AND THEN THE BITTERBRUSH DIES OFF.

WINSTON GREELY:  BY REMOVING THESE TREES MANAGERS HOPE TO IMPROVE THIS KEY FOOD SOURCE, WHICH IS ONE COMPONENT IN MAINTAINING A HEALTHY MULE DEER POPULATION. 

VANNA BOCCADORI: IF YOU ARE MAKING SURE YOUR HABITAT HAS THE COMPONENTS THAT A DEER NEEDS FOR SURVIVAL, THEN IT’S ONLY TO HELP THE POPULATIONS.

WINSTON GREELY: WILDLIFE MANAGERS PLAN TO ALLOW CHRISTMAS TREE HARVEST IN THE FUTURE AND HOPE FAMILIES KNOW WHILE THEY ENJOY THEIR TREE DURING THE HOLIDAYS, IT WILL BE CHERISHED BY OTHERS AS WELL. WINSTON GREELY, HAPPY HOLIDAYS, AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
