FWP Outdoor Report Script

11/01/12

“TOOTH AGING”
  

WINSTON GREELY:  WILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD RELY ON HARVESTED GAME TEETH TO DETERMINE THE AGE OF AN ANIMAL. BUT THERE ARE ONLY A FEW TOOTH AGING LABS IN THE WORLD AND ONE OF THEM IS LOCATED IN MILLTOWN, MONTANA.

GARY MATSON: BIOLOGISTS NEED TO KNOW THE AGES OF THEIR POPULATIONS IN ORDER TO MANAGE THEM CORRECTLY. AND SO THAT IS WHY THERE IS A NICHE FOR US AND THAT’S WHY THE TECHNIQUE BEGAN TO BE USED.

WINSTON GREELY:  MATSON’S LAB HAS BECOME A SOLE SOURCE FOR AGING ANIMAL TEETH FROM AROUND THE WORLD, INCLUDING AFRICAN BATS, WILDEBEEST, WALRUS AND POLAR BEAR.

GARY MATSON: EVERY MAMMAL SPECIES YOU CAN THINK OF THAT IS HARVESTED THROUGH HUNTING OR TRAPPING IS ONE THAT WE HAVE PROCESSED TEETH FOR. 

WINSTON GREELY:  MATSON’S PROCESS USES CHEMICALS TO TREAT THE TOOTH, A THIN SLICE IS THEN CUT AND PUT ONTO A SLIDE TO BE ANALYZED. TECHNICIANS LOOK FOR A PATTERN, SIMILAR TO COUNTING TREE RINGS, TO DETERMINE THE AGE OF AN ANIMAL.

GARY MATSON: ONE SURPRISING THING IS HOW OLD THESE ANIMALS LIVE; BEARS CAN LIVE TO BE AS OLD AS 40, ELK AND MOOSE IN THE TWENTIES, AND THE OLDEST CATS AROUND FIFTEEN.

WINSTON GREELY: AFTER MORE THAN 40 YEARS OF AGING TEETH MATSON HAS SEEN HOW TOOTH AGE ANALYSIS HAS BECOME AN IMPORTANT TOOL IN WILDLIFE BIOLOGY. AND HE HOPES HIS SMALL TOWN LAB WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE THIS UNIQUE SERVICE TO THE WORLDS WILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS.

GARY MATSON: I FEEL VERY GRATIFIED TO HAVE HAD IT ACCEPTED THE WAY IT IS, BECAUSE IT HAS A DEFINITE NICHE IN WILDLIFE BIOLOGY IN NORTH AMERICA AND OTHER PLACES IN THE WORLD.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS.








WINSTON GREELY: THIS AGING DATA HAS BECOME AN IMPORTANT TOOL FOR WILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS IN MAKING THEIR MANAGEMENT DECESIONS.

IN MONTANA THIS AGE ANALYSIS IS AN IMPORTANT COMPONENT FOR BIOLOGISTS IN MANAGING CERTAIN FURBEARERS AND MOUNTAIN LIONS.

DETERMING THE AGE OF HARVESTED ANIMALS IS AN IMPORTANT TOOL FOR WILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS TO ASSESS THE HEALTH OF WILDLIFE POPULATIONS.
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