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“TIBER”
  


WINSTON GREELY: YOU USED TO SEE ONLY LOCAL ANGLERS FISHING TIBER RESERVOIR, BUT THAT ALL CHANGED IN 2007 WHEN BOB HART, FISHING FROM SHORE, CAUGHT HIS SECOND EVER WALLEYE AND IT SHATTERED THE PREVIOUS STATE RECORD. TODAY, ANGLERS FROM ACROSS THE STATE TRAVEL TO TIBER FOR THE ALLURE OF CATCHING THE NEXT RECORD WALLEYE.

DAVE YERK: IT’S JUST BEEN IN THE LAST COUPLE OF YEARS THAT IT’S BECOME DEFINITELY MORE OF A DESTINATION WALLEYE FISHERY.

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA):  FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS DESIGNATED TIBER AS A WALLEYE FISHERY WHEN THEY STOCKED FISH IN THE 1970S. BUT IN THE COMPLEX WORLD OF FISH MANAGEMENT, IT WASN’T UNTIL CISCO, A FATTY FISH WALLEYES EAT, WERE STOCKED IN THE LATE 1990’S DID TIBER SLOWLY SEE LARGER AND LARGER FISH.

DAVE YERK: FISHING HAS ALWAYS BEEN GOOD, BUT THE FISH HAVE BEEN SMALL. AND WHAT CHANGED HERE RECENTLY WAS THE WALLEYE FINALLY STARTED GROWING. AND THE DIFFERENCE BEING SOME OF THOSE WALLEYE GOT LARGE ENOUGH TO START FEEDING ON THE CISCO AND ONCE THEY CONVERT TO CISCO THAT’S WHEN THEY TAKE OFF.

WINSTON GREELY: WHILE TIBER HAS BECOME A POPULAR WALLEYE DESTINATION IT ALSO HAS OTHER BIG FISH.

DAVE YERK: IT’S TURNED INTO A REALLY NEAT FISHERY, THERE’S A TROPHY COMPONENT FOR EVERYTHING OUT HERE NOW. YOU KNOW WITH WALLEYE, NORTHERNS, LAKE TROUT AND NOW BIG RAINBOWS SHOWING UP, IT’S PRETTY UNIQUE.

WINSTON GREELY: AND COULD ONCE AGAIN PRODUCE ANOTHER STATE RECORD. WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
