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“STREAM PRESERVATION ACT”
  


WINSTON GREELY: AT THE DAWN OF MONTANA’S INTERSTATE HIGHWAY SYSTEM, IT WAS COMMON PRACTICE TO REDIRECT A WATERWAY INSTEAD OF BUILDING A COSTLY BRIDGE OVER THE STREAM. BUT STATE FISH BIOLOGISTS FOUND 50 YEARS AGO; THESE ALTERED CHANNELS COULD BE DETRIMENTAL TO FISH AND THE OVERALL HEALTH OF A STREAM. 

JIM POSEWITZ: IN 1963 THE FISH AND WILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS REALIZED THAT WE HAD TO DO SOMETHING TO STOP THE CHANNELIZING OF STREAMS. TO DO WHAT WE COULD TO LEAVE STREAMS TRAVEL IN THEIR NATURAL MEANDERING PATTERNS, BECAUSE THAT WAS SIMPLY THE BEST FISH HABITAT WE COULD PROVIDE.

WINSTON GREELY:  TO PROTECT STREAMS NATURAL PATH, AN EFFORT WAS LED TO CREATE MONTANA’S STREAM PRESERVATION ACT, THIS LAW PASSED BY MONTANA’S LEGISLATURE WAS THE FIRST OF ITS’ KIND IN THE NATION.

JIM POSEWITZ: IT WAS ALMOST 8 TO 10 YEARS AHEAD OF ITS’ TIME, BUT IN THAT TIME IT WAS SIMPLY BASED ON THE BIOLOGICAL NEEDS OF A FISH POPULATION AND A HANDFUL OF PEOPLE WHO KNEW HOW IMPORTANT THAT WAS AT THE TIME AND HOW IMPORTANT IT WOULD BE IN THE FUTURE OF MONTANA.

WINSTON GREELY: THE ACT REQUIRES A PERMIT BEFORE DOING CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS AFFECTING THE BED OR BANKS OF ANY STREAM. THIS LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR THE STATE TO CONSERVE WATERWAYS THAT TODAY ARE WORLD CLASS FISHERIES.

BEAU DOWNING: WE ALL USE ROADS BUT THE STREAM PROTECTION ACT, IN PRESERVING STREAMS IN THEIR NATURAL AND EXISTING STATE, IS A BIG DEAL. I THINK WHEN FOLKS ARE RIDING DOWN THE ROAD AND THEY ARE CROSSING OVER STREAMS AND THEY SEE THOSE RIVER OR CREEK NAMES THE FACT THEY ARE ABLE TO CROSS THOSE STREAMS AND LOOK UP AND DOWN STREAM AND SEE REALLY GREAT HABITAT IS A BENEFIT TO ALL OF MONTANA.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 

