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“SONG BIRDS”
  



WINSTON GREELY: BOTH COWS AND PRAIRIE SONGBIRDS NEED GRASS TO SURVIVE. NEW RESEARCH IS SEEING HOW DIFFERENT GRAZING REGIMES BENEFIT BOTH BIRDS AND CATTLE.

JESSIE GOLDING:  WE ARE TRYING TO LOOK AT WHAT IT IS DOING FOR SONG BIRDS AND SEE IF THE ROTATIONAL GRAZING IS BENEFICIAL TO THEM.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS STUDY, IN CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER RESEARCH FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS IS CONDUCTING ON SAGE GROUSE IN CENTRAL MONTANA, IS LOOKING AT THE VARIETY OF PRAIRIE SONG BIRDS AND THE  SUCCESS OF NESTS TO SEE WHAT GRAZING SYSTEMS ARE BENEFICIAL.

JESSIE GOLDING: WE HAVE THIS GREAT NETWORK OUT HERE OF RESEARCHERS AND HOPEFULLY WE CAN PUT THAT ALL TOGETHER AND THEN GIVE PEOPLE JUST A MUCH MORE COMPLETE PICTURE OF WHAT GRAZING SYSTEMS CAN BE BENEFICIAL FOR THE LANDSCAPE.

WINSTON GREELY:  SONG BIRDS PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE ON THE LANDSCAPE, WHICH MAKES THEM A GOOD INDICATOR SPECIES IN DETERMINING THE HEALTH OF A PRAIRIE.

JESSIE GOLDING: THEY ARE FOOD FOR ALMOST EVERYTHING OUT HERE IN THE SUMMER MONTHS AND THEY ARE POLLINATORS, THEY ARE INSECT EATERS THEY KEEP INSECTS OFF OF CROPS. AND I JUST THINK THEY ARE GOOD INDICATORS.

WINSTON GREELY:  THE OVERALL HOPE OF THIS STUDY IS TO FIND A BALANCE BETWEEN HUMANS AND WILDLIFE.

JESSIE GOLDING: THE RANCHERS CAN TELL US WHAT’S BEST FOR THEM AND THEN WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT’S BEST FOR THE WILDLIFE AND FIND THE MEDIUM IN BETWEEN THOSE TWO AND DO WHAT’S BENEFICIAL FOR EVERYONE.

WINSTON GREELY: I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 

