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“SNORKEL SURVEY”
  


WINSTON GREELY: EACH SUMMER MONTANA FISH BIOLOGISTS PUT ON DRY SUITS, STRAP ON MASKS AND PEER INTO FISH CREEK’S CHILLY WATERS.

LADD KNOTEK: WE TEND TO USE SNORKEL SURVEYS IN INSTANCES WHERE WE CAN’T REALLY USE ELECTRO-FISHING TO MONITOR FISH POPULATIONS. AND WHAT WE NEED TO HAVE IS STREAMS THAT ARE REALLY CLEAR FOR VISIBILITY AND THEY ALSO TEND TO BE AREAS THAT ARE REAL STERILE AND DON’T REALLY MESH WELL WITH ELECTRO-FISHING TECHNIQUES. 

WINSTON GREELY: IT IS A FAIRLY SIMPLE ENDEAVOR FLOAT ALONG A SECTION OF RIVER AND COUNT EVERY FISH YOU SEE – THAT IS UNTIL YOU COME TO A BIG POOL.

LADD KNOTEK: JUST BEING ABLE TO COUNT THEM CORRECTLY WITH THE FISH MOVING AROUND AND SOME OF THEM SPOOKING SOMETIMES IT’S TOUGH TO JUST GET A COUNT THAT FAST. BUT OTHER THAN THAT AS LONG AS YOU DO IT SYSTEMATICALLY AND COVER THE WHOLE STREAM WIDTH IT’S A PRETTY ACCURATE WAY TO COUNT FISH POPULATIONS.

WINSTON GREELY: THE ACCURACY OF SNORKEL SURVEYS IS EQUIVALENT TO OTHER FISH MONITORING METHODS, BUT IMMERSING ONES SELF IN THIS UNDERWATER WORLD BRINGS A WHOLE OTHER PERSPECTIVE.

LADD KNOTEK: YOU CAN’T BEAT IT; IT’S A WHOLE DIFFERENT WORLD. I DON’T THINK YOU REALLY APPRECIATE WHAT IS GOING ON UNDER THE SURFACE UNTIL YOU GET A MASK ON YOUR FACE AND REALLY GET IN THERE WITH THEM AND REALLY SEE WHAT IS HAPPENING.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS EXPERIENCE HAS LED SOME ANGLERS TO DITCH THEIR ROD AND REEL FOR A SNORKEL AND MASK. WINSTON GREELY, UNDERWATER WITH MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS.

