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“SMITH RIVER”
  

WINSTON GREELY:  THANKFULLY CHRIS GYSLER DOESN’T HAVE TO FLOAT THE SMITH RIVER TODAY. AS THIS YEAR’S SMITH RIVER SUPER PERMIT WINNER HE CAN FLOAT IT WHENEVER HE WANTS AND HE ALREADY KNOWS WHO HE WANTS TO BRING ALONG.

CHRIS GYSLER: KEY TO A GREAT TRIP IS TAKE A BETTER FISHERMAN THAN YOURSELF AND A BETTER COOK.

WINSTON GREELY:  MORE THAN 20 YEARS AGO, SMITH RIVER STATE PARK WENT TO A PERMIT SYSTEM TO FLOAT THE RIVER. THIS YEAR A RECORD NUMBER OF PEOPLE FROM AROUND THE WORLD APPLIED FOR ONE OF THESE COVETED PERMITS.

COLIN MASS: IT SEEMS LIKE JUST ABOUT CONSISTENTLY FROM YEAR TO YEAR WE HAVE MORE AND MORE PEOPLE APPLYING FOR THE SMITH RIVER. THIS YEAR WE EXCEEDED 6000 APPLICANTS, WHICH WAS A RECORD WE HAVE NEVER EXCEEDED 6000 APPLICANTS. SO IT’S VERY POPULAR AND IT IS NOT JUST RESIDENTS IT’S NON RESIDENTS, IT’S INTERNATIONAL. 

WINSTON GREELY: IF YOU ARE UNSUCCESSFUL IN DRAWING A FLOAT PERMIT OR GETTING A SUPER PERMIT, YOU STILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY BY CALLING THE SMITH RIVER RESERVATION LINE.

COLIN MASS: WE DO HAVE A FAIR NUMBER OF CANCELLATIONS EVERY YEAR. BUT IF YOU ARE PERSISTENT AND YOU HAVE SOME FLEXIBILITY IN YOUR SCHEDULE FOLKS CAN CALL THAT NUMBER AND IT IS POSSIBLE TO PICK UP ONE OF THOSE CANCELLATIONS.

WINSTON GREELY: WITH A LITTLE EFFORT MONTANA’S SMITH RIVER STATE PARK IS AN ACCESSIBLE ADVENTURE.

CHRIS GYSLER: I KNOW A LOT OF PEOPLE THAT SAY I WANT TO GO TO THE SMITH SOMEDAY THAT IS ON MY BUCKET LIST, THEY NEVER APPLY, THEY NEVER LOOK AT TRYING TO DO IT, THEY NEVER LOOK FOR CANCELLED PERMITS OR BUY A SUPER PERMIT NOW. IT’S MONTANA YOU HAVE TO TRY.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
