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“SHEEP STUDY”
  

WINSTON GREELY: FOR MORE THAN 80 YEARS WILDLIFE MANAGERS HAVE CAPTURED AND RELOCATED BIGHORN SHEEP ACROSS MONTANA. AND WHILE TODAY YOU WILL FIND WILD SHEEP THROUGHOUT THE STATE THEY HAVEN’T DONE AS WELL AS OTHER WILDLIFE SPECIES.

BOB GARROTT: BIGHORN ARE ONE OF THE SPECIES THAT WHILE WE USE THE SAME TECHNIQUES THAT WE HAVE USED FOR ELK AND DEER AND PRONGHORN, THEY HAVE NEVER REALLY TAKEN OFF AS FAR AS GETTING LARGE ROBUST POPULATIONS THROUGHOUT MONTANA. AND PART OF IT MIGHT HAVE TO DO WITH DISEASE BUT THERE ARE PROBABLY OTHER THINGS ABOUT THE ECOLOGY OF THE ANIMALS WE JUST DON’T QUITE UNDERSTAND THAT MAKE THEM A LITTLE BIT DIFFERENT THAN ELK AND PRONGHORN.

WINSTON GREELY: TO LEARN MORE A NEW STUDY WILL LOOK AT SEVEN DIFFERENT BIG HORN HERDS ACROSS THE STATE. RESEARCHERS HOPE THIS COMPARISON WILL REVEAL NEW INFORMATION TO BETTER MANAGE BIG HORNS IN THE FUTURE.

BOB GARROTT: WE HAVE LOTS OF DIFFERENT STORIES FOR EVERY HERD IN THE STATE ALMOST AND THERE HAS GOT TO BE A THREAD BETWEEN THOSE HERDS.

WINSTON GREELY: ANOTHER INTEREST FOR RESEARCHERS IS HOW THESE HERDS RESPOND TO PNEUMONIA. A DISEASE THAT HAS LED TO LARGE DIE OFFS OF WILD SHEEP THROUGH TIME.

BOB GARROTT: WE REALLY HAVE NO IDEA WHY, WHAT MAKES ONE HERD COME BACK AND WHAT MAKES ANOTHER HERD NEVER COME BACK AND WHY SOME HERDS SEEM TO BE HEALTHY WHEN WE KNOW THEY HOST THE PATHOGENS.

WINSTON GREELY: RESEARCHERS ALSO HOPE THIS REVOLUTIONARY STUDY WILL LEAD TO MORE ROBUST BIGHORN SHEEP POPULATIONS IN THE FUTURE.

BOB GARROTT: MAYBE WE COULD HAVE MANY, MANY MORE THOUSANDS OF ANIMALS THAT MONTANANS COULD ENJOY, IT IS JUST ONE OF THOSE SPECIES THAT WE HAVE THE HABITAT AND IT IS LIKE WE JUST DON’T HAVE THE ECOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE TO BE ABLE TO FILL THAT BACK UP.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
