FWP Outdoor Report Script

1/15/15

“SHEEP DISEASE”
  



WINSTON GREELY: MONTANA’S BIG HORN SHEEP ARE ONE OF THE MOST DIFFICULT BIG GAME ANIMALS TO MANAGE.

JOHN VORE: THE WHOLE DISEASE ISSUE WITH BIGHORN SHEEP IS A BIG THING, IF WE DIDN’T HAVE TO DEAL WITH THE DISEASE ISSUE MANAGING SHEEP WOULD BE SO MUCH EASIER.

WINSTON GREELY: THE DISEASE IS PNEUMONIA, WHICH WHEN INFECTS A HERD CAN HAVE DEVASTATING CONSEQUENCES.

JOHN VORE: WILD BIGHORN SHEEP ARE NOT IMMUNE TO THAT SO ONCE IN A WHILE WE WILL HAVE A DIE OFF IN A BIGHORN SHEEP HERD. 

WINSTON GREELY: THESE DIE OFFS CAN KILL UP TO 90 PERCENT OF A HERD AND THE REMAINING SURVIVING WILD SHEEP BECOME CARRIERS OF THE DISEASE MAKING IT HARD FOR THE HERD TO REBOUND.

JOHN VORE: SO CONSEQUENTLY WE DON’T HAVE MUCH RECRUITMENT IN THESE HERDS THAT HAVE GONE THROUGH THOSE DIE OFFS AND THEY STRUGGLE FOR YEARS AND YEARS. AND WE HAVE IN THE PAST GONE IN AND AUGMENT THEM TIME AND TIME AGAIN; SOME OF OUR HERDS 6 AND 7 TIMES AND THE HERD JUST DOESN’T COME OUT OF IT.

WINSTON GREELY:  BUT NOW WILDLIFE MANAGERS ARE LOOKING AT A NEW STRATEGY TO TRY AND RESURRECT A HERD.

JOHN VORE: WHAT WE ARE LOOKING AT DOING IS GOING IN ERADICATING THAT HERD USING HUNTING OR MOVING THOSE SHEEP TO A RESEARCH FACILITY SOMETHING LIKE THAT TAKING IT DOWN TO ZERO SO WE DON’T HAVE THOSE SHEEP THAT ARE CARRIERS OF THOSE DISEASE PATHOGENS AND THEN STARTING OVER AGAIN.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS NEW STRATEGY IS STILL IN THE PROPOSAL PROCESS AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS BEING SOUGHT AND WHILE CONTROVERSIAL THIS METHOD HAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN OTHER STATES.   I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 

