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“SECRET CARNIVORES”
  

WINSTON GREELY: THE WOLVERINE IS ONE OF THE RAREST ANIMALS IN MONTANA. THIS SCARCITY COMBINED WITH THEIR ELUSIVENESS MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR WILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS TO SURVEY THEM. BUT NOW A NEW TECHNOLOGY IS ALLOWING U.S. FOREST SERVICE BIOLOGISTS TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE WOLVERINE AND OTHER SECRET CARNIVORES IN THE FOREST.

ANDREA SHORTSLEEVE: PRIMARILY WE ARE LOOKING FOR SENSITIVE CARNIVORES, SO THAT WOULD BE FISHER, WOLVERINE AND LYNX. WE KNOW THAT THE BITTERROOT MOUNTAINS ARE A CORRIDOR FOR A LOT OF SENSITIVE CARNIVORES AND SO WE JUST WANT TO GET A BETTER IDEA OF WHAT WE HAVE OUT THERE AND THE DIFFERENT INDIVIDUALS WE HAVE IN OUR AREA.

WINSTON GREELY: TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THESE SENSITIVE CARNIVORES, BIOLOGISTS SET UP REMOTE CAMERAS OVER BAIT. THEY ALSO USE WIRE BRUSHES AROUND THE BAIT TO COLLECT HAIR SAMPLES, WHICH THROUGH DNA ANALYSIS WILL PROVIDE MORE INFORMATION ON THESE SECRET CREATURES.

ANDREA SHORTSLEEVE: FOR INFORMATION WISE THE DNA IS PROBABLY THE MOST IMPORTANT PIECE OF INFORMATION WE CAN GATHER, BUT GETTING THESE PICTURES OF THESE ANIMALS HAS BEEN REALLY INTERESTING. WE’VE GOT SOME PRETTY CLOSELY TIMED PHOTOGRAPHS OF JUST WATCHING A FISHER JUST GNAWING ON THE BAIT AND SO STUFF LIKE THAT IS PRETTY INTERESTING THAT YOU WOULDN’T BE ABLE TO JUST GET FROM THE DNA.

WINSTON GREELY: WHILE THESE REMOTE CAMERAS ARE ALSO DOCUMENTING OTHER INTERESTING ANIMAL BEHAVIORS, THIS SURVEYS MAIN GOAL IS TO GARNER MORE INFORMATION ON SENSITIVE CARNIVORES WHICH WILL ALLOW MANAGERS TO MAKE BETTER LANDSCAPE DECISIONS IN THE FUTURE.

ANDREA SHORTSLEEVE: HAVING A BETTER LANDSCAPE PERSPECTIVE OF WHAT AREAS ARE CONNECTED AND HOW ANIMALS CAN MOVE THROUGH THE LANDSCAPE IS GOING TO BE IMPORTANT.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
