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“SAPPHIRE ELK”
  


WINSTON GREELY: MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS TEAMED UP WITH PRIVATE DONORS TO STUDY ELK MOVEMENTS IN THE SAPPHIRE MOUNTAINS, SOUTH OF MISSOULA.

JULEE SHAMHART: WE’RE TRYING TO GET AN IDEA OF WHICH FACTORS; HABITAT, PREDATORS, ROADS, HUNTING PRESSURE ARE INFLUENCING ELK TO MOVE AND INFLUENCING WHERE ELK ARE ON THE LANDSCAPE.

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA): ONE UNIQUE COMPONENT OF THIS STUDY WILL LOOK AT HOW THE QUALITY OF PLANTS AND GRASSES MAY IMPACT A HERD’S HEALTH.

JULEE SHAMHART: WE HAVEN’T DONE ANYTHING LIKE THIS IN MONTANA, BUT WITH THE NEW SATELLITE COLLARS THAT WE HAVE WE CAN GET REALLY ACCURATE INFORMATION ON WHAT AREAS THE ELK ARE USING AND SO WE CAN GO IN, WE HAVE A WHOLE TEAM OF BOTANISTS THAT WILL BE OUT ALL SUMMER COLLECTING DATA.

WINSTON GREELY: RESEARCH LIKE THIS IS ALSO HELPING WILDLIFE MANAGERS GAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WILDLIFE’S NEED FOR QUALITY YEAR ROUND NUTRITION.

CRAIG JOURDONNAIS: WHAT THEY ARE BEGINNING TO UNDERSTAND IS THAT THE QUALITY OF THE SUMMER RANGE AND THE ANIMALS ABILITY TO REBUILD THOSE FAT RESERVES THROUGH THE SUMMER AND HOW THEY ENTER INTO THE FALL AND WINTER IS OBVIOUSLY A HUGE IMPACT ON THE OVERALL ANIMALS SURVIVAL. 

WINSTON GREELY: WITH THIS NEW NUTRITIONAL KNOWLEDGE, WILDLIFE MANAGERS WILL BE ABLE TO DESIGN MORE EFFECTIVE WILDLIFE HABITATS IN THE FUTURE.

CRAIG JOURDONNAIS: KNOWING FROM A NUTRITIONAL STAND POINT AND A PLANT COMPOSITION OF THESE HABITATS, IT HELPS MAKE BETTER DECISIONS ON WHAT KIND OF HABITAT IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS SHOULD OCCUR TO HELP PROMOTE THE VERY BEST NUTRITIONAL LEVEL FOR ELK.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
