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“ROAMING LIONS”
  


WINSTON GREELY: WHEN LEIF HOLMAN TOOK HIS FIRST MOUNTAIN LION INTO BIOLOGIST JUSTIN PAUGH, THEY WERE BOTH SURPRISED TO LEARN THIS CAT WAS NOT FROM MONTANA.

JUSTIN PAUGH: BEING A FEMALE CAT, GIVEN THAT FEMALES USUALLY DON’T DISPERSE THAT FAR IT WAS A SHOCK TO HAVE IT COME FROM THAT FAR AWAY IT WAS OVER 400 MILES.

WINSTON GREELY: WHAT SURPRISED THEM WAS THIS CAT HARVESTED IN THE CRAZY MOUNTAINS WAS COLLARED JUST SIX MONTHS EARLIER IN SOUTH DAKOTA’S BLACK HILLS.

JON JENKS: THE WORK WE HAVE BEEN CONDUCTING IS BASED ON RADIOED ANIMALS THAT ARE LEAVING THE HILLS AND WE HAVE DOCUMENTED THEM GOING TO OKLAHOMA, TO NORTHERN MINNESOTA, A NUMBER OF THEM HAVE GONE TO MONTANA. 

WINSTON GREELY:  DR JON JENKS HAS LED A BLACK HILLS COUGAR RESEARCH PROJECT FOR THE LAST TWO DECADES AND WHAT THEY ARE FINDING IS MANY OF THE LIONS ARE HIGHLY MOBILE.

JON JENKS: PUT YOUR SELF AS A COUGAR, YOU GROW UP IN YOUR HOME AREA AND YOUR NATAL AREA IS A PONDEROSA PINE FOREST AND THEN ITS’ TIME FOR YOU TO GET AWAY FROM THE FAMILY BUT IF YOU TRY AND GET AWAY FAR ENOUGH FROM THE FAMILY YOU HIT THIS UNUSUAL HABITAT CALLED THE PRAIRIES. 

WINSTON GREELY: JENKS THEORIZES THESE LIONS TRAVEL NORTHWEST OUT OF THE BLACK HILLS FOLLOWING PINE TREE HABITAT UNTIL THEY CAN FIND A NEW HOME RANGE SIMILAR TO THEIR SOUTH DAKOTA BIRTHPLACE. THIS WOULD EXPLAIN LAST YEAR’S HARVEST OF A SOUTH DAKOTA LION IN THE BEARS PAW MOUNTAINS AND ANOTHER JUST THIS YEAR IN THE LITTLE BELT MOUNTAINS NEAR GREAT FALLS. 

JON JENKS: AND BECAUSE ALL OF OUR ANIMALS STARTED OUT IN PINE HABITAT, ESSENTIALLY MONTANA IS THE PLACE TO GO FOR THE MOST PART.

WINSTON GREELY: WHICH MAY LEAD TO MORE SURPRISES FOR MONTANA’S LION HUNTERS IN THE FUTURE. WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
