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“OPEN FIELDS”
  

WINSTON GREELY:  EVERY YEAR RICK SCHELLHAAS AND DAN TRUMAN DRIVE THOUSANDS OF MILES FROM SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA TO NORTHEASTERN MONTANA TO HUNT BIRDS. 

RICK SCHELLHAAS: I WOULD RATHER SPEND MONEY COMING UP HERE THEN I WOULD HUNTING ALL OVER THE COUNTRY.

WINSTON GREELY:  AND THIS YEAR A NEW HUNTER ACCESS PROGRAM HAS THEM EVEN MORE EXCITED TO HUNT MONTANA’S UPLAND BIRDS.

RICK SCHELLHAAS: WE HAVE MADE A POINT OF HUNTING OPEN FIELDS THEY HAVE EXCEEDED ANYTHING WE HAVE EVER SEEN IN ANY OTHER STATE.

WINSTON GREELY:  OPEN FIELDS FOR GAME BIRD HUNTERS IS A NEW FARM BILL PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES INCENTIVES TO LANDOWNERS ENROLLED IN THE CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM, OR CRP; TO ALLOW ACCESS FOR HUNTERS.

DEBBIE HOHLER:  FOR YEARS CRP HAS PROVIDED EXCELLENT HABITAT FOR UPLAND GAME BIRDS AND OTHER WILDLIFE, BUT THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A PROVISION TO ALLOW FOR ACCESS ONTO THESE LANDS. NOW WITH THE 2008 FARM BILL THE OPEN FIELDS FOR GAME BIRD HUNTERS IS ALLOWING ACCESS TO SOME OF THESE PROPERTIES ENROLLED IN CRP.

WINSTON GREELY: IN MONTANA THE PROGRAM’S FOCUS IS OPENING UP NEW LANDS FOR WATERFOWL AND UPLAND GAME BIRD HUNTERS.

DEBBIE HOHLER:  WE ARE NOW WORKING WITH NEW COOPERATORS ON CONSERVATION EFFORTS AS WELL AS TO PROVIDE ACCESS TO HUNTERS.

WINSTON GREELY:  AND THOUGH THE FUTURE OF THIS PROGRAM DEPENDS ON THE NEXT FARM BILL, THE RESPONSE FROM SPORTSMEN AND LANDOWNERS, SO FAR, HAS BEEN ENTHUSIASTIC. 

RICK SCHELLHAAS: IT’S NOT GOING TO BE A GREAT PROGRAM; IT’S A FANTASTIC PROGRAM RIGHT NOW. AND IF YOU SAID WHAT IS YOUR FIRST WISH FOR MONTANA – EXPAND THE PROGRAM.

WINSTON GREELY:  WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
