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“NATIVE LAKE TROUT”
  

WINSTON GREELY:  LAST SUMMER FISH BIOLOGISTS WERE AMAZED AT WHAT SHOWED UP IN ONE OF THEIR TRAPS; A NATIVE LAKE TROUT, ONE OF THE RAREST FISH IN MONTANA.

JIM OLSEN: IT’S ONE OF THE LAKES IN MONTANA WHERE WE HAVE NATIVE LAKE TROUT. ALL OF OUR OTHER POPULATIONS ARE OF GREAT LAKES ORIGIN. 

WINSTON GREELY:  MORE THAN THREE DECADES AGO, RETIRED FISHERY BIOLOGIST, DICK OSWALD READ AN EXTRAORDINARY CLAIM.  TWO LAKES IN HIS AREA HAD NATIVE LAKE TROUT. WITH LITTLE EVIDENCE GIVEN TO SUPPORT THIS CLAIM, OSWALD TURNED TO THE EMERGING FIELD OF GENETICS FOR CONFIRMATION. 

DICK OSWALD: AND THAT’S WHAT REALLY TRIGGERED US OFF TO THEIR ORIGINS.

WINSTON GREELY:  WHAT THE GENETICS SHOWED WAS THESE LAKE TROUT WERE CLOSELY RELATED TO ONES IN ALASKA AND NORTHERN CANADA. AND NOT RELATED TO THOSE STOCKED IN MONTANA FROM THE GREAT LAKES. THIS MADE BIOLOGISTS THEORIZE THAT DURING THE LAST ICE AGE LAKE TROUT FROM CANADA BECAME TRAPPED IN PARTS OF MONTANA. AFTER THE ICE AND WATER RECEDED THESE FISH FOUND ISOLATED POCKETS WHERE THEY SURVIVED. 

DICK OSWALD: WHEN YOU SAY A RELIC POPULATIONS THAT IS A PERFECT DESCRIPTION FOR THESE LAKE TROUT. IT’S JUST INCREDIBLE THEY WERE ABLE TO HANG ON IN THESE ISOLATED POCKETS.

WINSTON GREELY: TODAY RESEARCHERS CATCH THESE NATIVE LAKE TROUT THROUGH THE ICE, TO CONDUCT A STUDY THAT HOPES TO CONSERVE THESE HISTORIC FISH.

JIM OLSEN:  I MEAN THAT’S MY MAIN EMPHASIS, I JUST WANT TO MAKE SURE THIS POPULATION IS AROUND FOR THE LONG HAUL.

WINSTON GREELY:  WHILE THESE NATIVE LAKE TROUT FACE MANY CHALLENGES AHEAD, THEIR CURRENT EXISTENCE ALLOWS US TO PEEK INTO MONTANA’S PAST AND GLANCE AT THE HISTORY OF ITS’ NATURAL WORLD. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
