FWP Outdoor Report Script

2/16/12

“MOUNTAIN LIONS”


WINSTON GREELY: U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE RESEARCHERS HAVE BECOME ADEPT AT TREEING MOUNTAIN LION KITTENS. THE PROBLEM THEY ARE HAVING IS TRYING TO CATCH MOM.

NEIL KADRMAS:  THEY ARE HARD TO CATCH, THEIR SMART FOR EVEN NOT BEING CHASED ON THE REFUGE THEY LEARN QUICK.

WINSTON GREELY: FEDERAL WILDLIFE RESEARCHERS ARE CONDUCTING A MULTI- YEAR MOUNTAIN LION STUDY ON THE CHARLES M RUSSELL WILDLIFE REFUGE, TO LEARN MORE ABOUT AN ANIMAL WHO SOME PEOPLE MIGHT BE SURPRISED TO LEARN LIVE IN THIS PART OF MONTANA.

NEIL KADRMAS: MOUNTAIN LIONS HAVE REALLY STARTED TO COME INTO THESE AREAS OVER THE LAST COUPLE OF YEARS AND MORE REPORTS AND OBSERVATIONS ARE COMING IN. SO, IT IS JUST GOOD INFORMATION TO KNOW WHAT DO WE HAVE OUT HERE?

WINSTON GREELY: WITH LITTLE KNOWN ABOUT MOUNTAIN LIONS IN THIS PART OF THE STATE, RESEARCHERS HAVE A LONG LIST OF QUESTIONS THEY WANT TO ANSWER. 

NEIL KADRMAS: WE WANT TO KNOW BASICALLY EVERYTHING WE POSSIBLY CAN; HOME RANGE SIZE, MOUNTAIN LION DENSITY, HABITAT SELECTION, DISPERSAL, AND IF WE CAN SOME SORT OF MORTALITY RATE. 

WINSTON GREELY:  ONE EMPHASIS RESEARCHERS HOPE TO SHOW THROUGH THIS STUDY IS MOUNTAIN LIONS HAVE A PLACE ON THE LANDSCAPE.

NEIL KADRMAS: OUT HERE ON THE REFUGE THERE’S PLENTY OF ROOM FOR MOUNTAIN LIONS.

WINSTON GREELY: AND WHILE THIS CAT IS NOT THE MOTHER THEY WERE LOOKING FOR IT DOES PRESENT RESEARCHERS WITH A UNIQUE SUBJECT TO STUDY; A MOUNTAIN LION WHO HAS LOST HIS TAIL.

NEIL KADRMAS: ODD, REALLY ODD; HE’S A HEALTHY LOOKING CAT.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

