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“MOOSE RESEARCH”
  

WINSTON GREELY: STATE WILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS FACE A MOOSE MANAGEMENT DILEMMA.

TONYA CHILTON-RADANDT: WE HAVE ALL THESE SOURCES OF INFORMATION, BUT THEY DON’T ALL AGREE AND WHICH ONES DO YOU TRUST AND WHY?

WINSTON GREELY: BIOLOGISTS RELY ON POPULATION TRENDS IN DETERMINING MOOSE HUNTING SEASONS. BIOLOGISTS MONITOR THESE TRENDS THROUGH ANNUAL AERIAL SURVEYS, WHERE THEY COUNT AND CLASSIFY EACH MOOSE AND HUNTER HARVEST SURVEYS, WHICH USE INFORMATION FROM HUNTERS IN THE FIELD. BUT SOMETIMES THESE TWO METHODS PROVIDE CONTRADICTING INFORMATION.

TONYA CHILTON-RADANDT: I’LL COME BACK FROM A GREAT CLASSIFICATION SURVEY AND FIND ANOTHER 40 MOOSE AND THEN HEAR FROM ANOTHER HUNTER THEY HAD A REALLY TOUGH TIME FINDING THEIR TARGET AGAIN THIS YEAR.

WINSTON GREELY: NOW, AN ONGOING MOOSE RESEARCH PROJECT IS HOPING TO VERIFY THESE MOOSE MONITORING METHODS. 

NICK DECESARE: WE ARE TRYING TO TAKE ALL THOSE DIFFERENT PIECES OF DATA WE COLLECT AND SORT OF CALIBRATE THEM TOGETHER TO PROVIDE SOME INFORMATION ABOUT HOW WELL THE INFORMATION LINES UP.

WINSTON GREELY: BECAUSE OF THE COST, NOT ALL MOOSE POPULATIONS ARE COUNTED FROM THE AIR. BUT HUNTER HARVEST DATA IS READILY AVAILABLE, SO VERIFYING THE METHODS WILL HELP WILDLIFE MANAGERS BE MORE CONFIDENT IN THEIR SEASON SETTINGS IN THE FUTURE.

NICK DECESARE: WE CAN TAKE SOME OF THE DATA THAT BIOLOGISTS HAVE ALREADY COLLECTED AND BASICALLY ASK SOME OF THOSE QUESTIONS ALREADY OF HOW WELL DO THESE HUNTER STATISTICS TELL US WHAT WE ARE SEEING WHEN WE ARE GOING OUT FLYING FOR THEM.

WINSTON GREELY:  RESEARCHERS HOPE TO HAVE AN ANSWER TO THIS DILEMMA IN THE NEXT COUPLE OF YEARS, WHICH FOR LOCAL BIOLOGISTS WON’T COME A MOMENT TOO SOON. I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 

