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“MONTANA’S CRP”
  


RYAN WILLIAMSON: ITS’ A REAL EYE OPENER, WE DIDN’T THINK IT WAS GOING TO BE COMING THIS HARD AND THIS FAST.

WINSTON GREELY: BIOLOGIST RYAN WILLIAMSON IS CONCERNED AT THE AMOUNT OF CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM OR CRP LANDS BEING TURNED INTO CROPS. 

RYAN WILLIAMSON: THE CRP PAYMENTS RIGHT NOW JUST CAN’T COMPETE WITH THE FARMING. AND IN THE GRAND SCHEME OF THINGS YOU CAN’T REALLY BLAME THE FARMERS.

WINSTON GREELY: CRP IS A FEDERAL PROGRAM THAT PAYS FARMERS TO KEEP THEIR LAND IN GRASSES. AT IT’S PEAK IN THE EARLY 2000S, MONTANA HAD ALMOST THREE AND A HALF MILLION ACRES OF CRP, BUT THROUGH PROGRAM CUTBACKS AND HIGH COMMODITY PRICES, TODAY, MONTANA HAS ABOUT HALF OF THAT; A LOSS THAT WILL HAVE LONG TERM CONSEQUENCES FOR WILDLIFE.

RYAN WILLIAMSON: ITS’ THEIR HOUSE AND HOME LOT OF THESE AREAS THAT’S REALLY ALL THE WILDLIFE COVER WE HAVE IS CRP. ONCE THAT’S GONE IT’S GONE AND THAT WILDLIFE BASICALLY GETS DISPLACED AND EVENTUALLY CONTRIBUTES TO THE OVERALL LOSS IN THE POPULATION.

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA):  MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARK’S, THROUGH ITS OPEN FIELDS PROGRAM, IS TRYING TO PROVIDE AN ADDITIONAL INCENTIVE TO KEEP LANDOWNERS INTERESTED IN CRP.

RYAN WILLIAMSON: WE OFFER AN ACCESS PAYMENT ON TOP OF THEIR CRP PAYMENT, HOPEFULLY TO ENTICE THEM TO STAY IN CRP OR TO ENROLL LAND IN CRP.

WINSTON GREELY: AND WHILE OPEN FIELDS HAS KEPT A FEW LANDS IN CRP, WILLIAMSON WARNS THOSE HEADING OUT NEXT FALL MAY SEE A VERY DIFFERENT LANDSCAPE. I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 

