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“JOHN FOUST”
  



WINSTON GREELY: SINCE HE WAS A BOY, JOHN FOUST’S LIFE HAS CENTERED ON FLY FISHING, BUT IT WAS HIS ROLE IN A MOVIE THAT CREATED AN EXPLOSION TO MONTANA’S FLY FISHING INDUSTRY.

JOHN FOUST: I STARTED TYING FLIES FOR BOB WARDS WHEN I WAS NINE YEARS OLD, I STARTED ACTUALLY TYING MY OWN FLIES WHEN I WAS SIX OR SEVEN.

WINSTON GREELY: OVER THE YEARS, FOUST HAS BEEN A GUIDE, OWNED A FLY SHOP, INVENTED MANY FLY PATTERNS, MANUFACTURED HIS OWN FLY TYING TOOLS AND TIED THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF FLIES; A CAREER THAT HAS SHAPED AND TOUCHED MANY ANGLERS IN THE BITTERROOT VALLEY AND BEYOND.

JOHN FOUST: I WOULDN’T SAY I WAS A FLY FISHING LEGEND; I CATCH MY SHARE OF FISH. I’M PROBABLY BETTER KNOWN IN THE FLY TYING INDUSTRY THEN I AM IN THE FISHING BUSINESS.

WINSTON GREELY: ONE OF FOUSTS BIGGEST ACHIEVEMENTS CAME IN 1992 WHEN HE CREATED A ROBOTIC FISH THAT ATE BRAD PITT’S FLY AND TRIGGERED A BOOM TO MONTANA’S FLY FISHING INDUSTRY.

JOHN FOUST: ALL I DID WAS MAKE THAT FISH EAT THE FLY, SEE THE BUG WAS HOOKED TO THE SCREEN WITH ANOTHER LINE AND THEN WHEN THE FISH WAS PULLED WITH A LANYARD AND CAME UP AND WENT DOWN THE FLY WAS PULLED UNDER WATER SO IT LOOKED LIKE THE FISH ATE THE FLY.

WINSTON GREELY:  TODAY, FOUST HAS COLLECTED AND PUT INTO DISPLAYS MANY FLY FISHING ARTIFACTS FROM HIS EXTENSIVE CAREER, IN THE HOPES THEY ARE PRESERVED FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

JOHN FOUST: I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE NICE TO KEEP SOME OF THIS STUFF, SO THE YOUNGER GENERATION EVENTUALLY THERE WOULD BE SAMPLES OF WHAT THEIR GRANDFATHERS AND THEIR GREAT GRANDFATHERS USED.

WINSTON GREELY: FOUST HAS BECOME SUCH A BIG FLY FISHING FIXTURE IN THIS VALLEY, HE IS ONE OF THE ONLY LIVING PEOPLE IN MONTANA TO HAVE A PLAQUE DEDICATED TO THEM ALONG A RIVER.

JOHN FOUST: I DIDN’T KNOW I WAS SUCH A GREAT GUY UNTIL THEY DID THAT, I THOUGHT I WAS JUST ONE OF THE LOCAL FISH BANGERS I THOUGHT IT WAS PRETTY HUMBLING. IT WAS ABOUT A FOUR DAY DRUNK.

WINSTON GREELY: AND WHILE FOUST IS MODEST, IT IS FAIR TO SAY AT LEAST IN THE BITTERROOT VALLEY HE IS A FLY FISHING LEGEND.   I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 


