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“HUNT ACCESS”
  

WINSTON GREELY: MONTANA’S BIG SNOWY MOUNTAINS ARE SURROUNDED BY PRIVATE LANDS WITH FEW PUBLIC ACCESS POINTS. BUT AVID HUNTER KEVIN KEPLER FOUND A PLACE THAT ALLOWED HIM SOLE ACCESS TO THOUSANDS OF ACRES OF FOREST SERVICE LAND. AND EVENTUALLY FOR EVERYONE ELSE.

KEVIN KEPLER:  AFTER HUNTING THIS AREA FOR A FEW YEARS TRYING TO FIND ACCESS INTO PUBLIC LANDS I FOUND THIS PIECE OF PROPERTY WAS PRIVATELY OWNED SEPARATE FROM EVERY THING THAT SURROUNDS IT.

WINSTON GREELY: MOST OF THE PRIVATE LAND IN THE AREA IS OWNED BY A FEW LANDOWNERS WHO DO NOT ALLOW PUBLIC ACCESS, BUT KEPLER FOUND A SMALL PRIVATE PARCEL THAT DUE TO A MAP ODDITY OVERLAPPED WITH FOREST SERVICE LAND.

KEVIN KEPLER: WHEN I CLICKED ON THAT MONTANA CADASTRAL AND ZOOMED UP, I REALIZED IT WAS NOT A CORNER TO CORNER CROSSING THERE WAS A CORRECTION AND THERE WAS ABOUT 30 FEET THAT WAS ACCESSIBLE.

WINSTON GREELY: AFTER GAINING PERMISSION KEPLER ENJOYED HUNTING THE AREA FOR SEVERAL YEARS, BUT THEN HE LEARNED THE OWNERS HAD PUT THE PROPERTY ON THE MARKET.

KEVIN KEPLER: ONCE IT CAME UP FOR SALE, IT WAS AT A PRICE THAT A NORMAL GUY COULD NOT AFFORD.

WINSTON GREELY:  SO KEPLER CONTACTED THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN ELK FOUNDATION WHO IN A SHORT TIME WAS ABLE TO PURCHASE THE PROPERTY AND TURN IT OVER TO FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

KEVIN KEPLER: THIS IS ONLY 40 ACRES, BUT THROUGH THAT 30 FEET IT PROVIDES ACCESS TO OVER 18,000 ACRES.

WINSTON GREELY: TODAY, THE RED HILL WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, THANKS TO ONE MAN’S PLIGHT FOR PUBLIC LAND ACCESS. 

KEVIN KEPLER: MY PASSION IS ONCE I FOUND OUT IT WAS FOR SALE AND UNDERSTANDING THE TYPICAL HUNTER LACKS A LOT OF ACCESS IS TO SEE IF WE COULD MAKE ALL THAT HAPPEN AND GET IT DONE.

WINSTON GREELY: AND HE DID. I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 


