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“HORNS & ANTLERS”
  


WINSTON GREELY: THE BOONE AND CROCKETT CLUB BEGAN KEEPING HUNTING RECORDS MORE THAN 100 YEARS AGO. ORIGINALLY THESE HORN AND ANTLER SCORES WERE INTENDED FOR CONSERVATION.

PAUL KRAUSMAN: THAT’S WHY THEY MAINTAIN THE RECORDS; IT IS NOT JUST FOR TROPHY’S SO WE CAN SEE HOW MANY LARGE ANIMALS THERE ARE IT IS TO LOOK AT THE HEALTH OF THE POPULATIONS.

WINSTON GREELY:  FOR THE FIRST TIME KRAUSMAN AND COLLEAGUES ANALYZED MORE THAN 25,000 HORN AND ANTLER RECORDS TO ASSESS HUNTING’S IMPACT ON NORTH AMERICA’S BIG GAME ANIMALS.

PAUL KRAUSMAN: OUR STUDY DEMONSTRATED, YEA THERE IS A SLIGHT DECREASE IN THE HORN AND ANTLER SIZE, BUT BIOLOGICALLY IT IS NOT THAT SIGNIFICANT.

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA):  THE FINDING OF HORNS AND ANTLER SIZES A FRACTION SMALLER TODAY MIGHT SURPRISE THOSE WHO SEE HUNTING AS THE TARGETING OF TROPHY ANIMALS. WHERE AS OVER TIME YOU HARVEST ONLY THE TROPHY MALES YOU WOULD EXPECT TO SEE SMALLER AND SMALLER HORNS AND ANTLERS.

PAUL KRAUSMAN: NORTH AMERICAN HARVEST IS VERY CONSERVATIVE, MANAGERS AROUND THE COUNTRY ARE VERY CONSERVATIVE IN WHAT THEY ARE DOING AND IN REALITY STATISTICALLY THERE IS A DIFFERENCE, NOW BIOLOGICALLY PROBABLY NOT AND CERTAINLY NOT IN A RELATION TO ALL OF THE BENEFITS THAT HUNTING HAS FOR WILDLIFE IN NORTH AMERICA.

WINSTON GREELY: TODAY MONTANA PRODUCES SOME OF THE BIGGEST BULL ELK IN THE NATION AND BOONE AND CROCKETT RECORDS ARE STILL BROKEN EACH YEAR, BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY THE FINDINGS OF THIS STUDY AFFIRM THE IMPORTANCE OF HUNTERS IN CONSERVING NORTH AMERICA’S BIG GAME ANIMALS. 

PAUL KRAUSMAN: OUR OVERALL CONCLUSIONS OF THIS STUDY DEMONSTRATED THAT BIG GAME IN NORTH AMERICA IS FAIRLY HEALTHY AND THIS DEMONSTRATES VERY VERY STRONGLY THE IMPORTANCE OF HUNTING TO CONSERVATION.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
