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“HAWK OWLS”
  



WINSTON GREELY: THE DISCOVERY OF A RARE OWL NEST IN GLACIER PARK, TWENTY YEARS AGO, HAS LED RESEARCHERS ON A DECADE LONG EFFORT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE NORTHERN HAWK OWL.

MATT LARSON:  THIS IS KIND OF THEIR SOUTHERN EXTREME OF THEIR BREEDING RANGE AND WE JUST DON’T HAVE A GREAT HANDLE ON WHY THEY ARE HERE, WHY GLACIER?

WINSTON GREELY: THE NORTHERN HAWK OWL PRIMARILY LIVES AND BREEDS IN UPPER NORTH AMERICA. BUT WHEN A BREEDING PAIR WAS DISCOVERED IN 1994 MONTANA BECAME ONE OF THE ONLY STATES WITH BABY HAWK OWLS, WHICH RESEARCHERS TRY AND CAPTURE BEFORE THEY CAN FLY.

MATT LARSON: THERE IS RIGHT AROUND FIFTY NEST SITES IN THE LOWER 48 THAT HAVE BEEN DOCUMENTED AND MOST OF THEM COME FROM MONTANA AND MINNESOTA, NORTHERN MINNESOTA.

WINSTON GREELY:  FOR THE PAST DECADE RESEARCHERS HAVE BANDED MORE THAN 60 HAWK OWLS, BUT HAVE ONLY RECAPTURED ONE. MEANING THEY ARE FINDING NEW BIRDS EACH YEAR USING THE SAME NESTING AREAS.

MATT LARSON: I THINK THAT IS INTERESTING IN ITS OWN RIGHT THAT WE HAVE BANDED 60 SOME INDIVIDUALS AND YOU DON’T SEE THE SAME ONES EVER AGAIN, ALTHOUGH THE SAME PLACES ARE USED YEAR AFTER YEAR.

WINSTON GREELY: THERE ARE MANY CHALLENGES IN BANDING AN UNCOMMON SPECIES, BUT WHEN IT COMES TO BANDING THE CHICKS THE CHALLENGE IS AVOIDING THE PARENTS.

MATT LARSON: THESE GUYS ARE PRETTY SMALL OWLS, BUT THEY ARE REALLY, REALLY FIERCE. THESE ARE ACTUALLY MY LEAST FAVORITE OWLS TO HANDLE, JUST BECAUSE THEY ARE SO FEISTY AND SO MEAN AND THEY ARE A LITTLE HARD TO HOLD ONTO AND THEN THEY ARE JUST POWERFUL.

WINSTON GREELY:  BUT THRU ALL OF THE CHALLENGES, THIS RESEARCH HOPES TO SHED MORE LIGHT ON MONTANA’S UNCOMMON HAWK OWL. I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 

