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“HABITAT MONTANA”
  


WINSTON GREELY: IN 1988 FWP ACQUIRED THE ROBB LEDFORD WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA. THIS 28,000 ACRE PROPERTY WAS THE FIRST PROTECTED BY HABITAT MONTANA; A PROGRAM DESIGNED TO CONSERVE WILDLIFE HABITAT AND PROVIDE PUBLIC ACCESS.

JEFF HAGNER: HABITAT MONTANA, WE THINK IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT, FOR ONE OF GETTING GOOD HABITAT AS WELL AS SECURING ACCESS WELL INTO THE FUTURE FOR MONTANANS AND ALL OF OUR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

WINSTON GREELY: THE MONTANA LEGISLATURE PASSED HABITAT MONTANA IN 1987; THIS ALLOWED HUNTER LICENSE DOLLARS TO FUND PROTECTION AND ENHANCEMENT OF WILDLIFE HABITAT. THRU HABITAT MONTANA FWP BUYS LAND OR ENTERS INTO CONSERVATION EASEMENTS, THESE ARE AGREEMENTS WITH LANDOWNERS TO NOT DEVELOP THEIR LAND.

STAN MEYER: THE EASEMENT PROGRAM IS IMPORTANT AND IT SERVES TO SHOW THAT WILDLIFE AND PRODUCTION AGRICULTURE CAN COEXIST VERY WELL TOGETHER. 

WINSTON GREELY:  FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS HAS WORKED TO CONSERVE WILDLIFE HABITAT SINCE 1940, BUT SINCE HABITAT MONTANA’S INCEPTION THOSE CONSERVATION EFFORTS HAVE NEARLY TRIPLED WITH NO TAX DOLLARS SPENT OR PROPERTY TAXES LOST.

JEFF HAGNER: THAT’S ANOTHER MISCONCEPTION THAT IT IS TAX DOLLARS AND THERE IS CONCERNS THAT’S TAKING OFF THE TAX ROLLS. IN REALITY WE PAY TAXES, JUST LIKE THE FARMER OR RANCHER DID BEFOREHAND, WE PAY THOSE TAXES. 

WINSTON GREELY: AFTER 25 YEARS HABITAT MONTANA STILL HAS ITS’ DETRACTORS WHO BELIEVE FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS OVERSEES TOO MUCH LAND, BUT THE ADDITION OF THESE PUBLIC LANDS ARE CHERISHED BY MONTANA’S SPORTSMEN AND WOMEN. 

JEFF HAGNER: THERE ARE VERY STRONG OPINIONS ON EITHER SIDE OF IT, BUT AGAIN I GO BACK TO THE PRIMARY EMPHASIS THAT WE ARE LOOKING AT KEY HABITATS. WE ARE PURCHASING THOSE KEY HABITATS EITHER FROM AN EASEMENT STANDPOINT OR FEE TITLE FROM WILLING SELLERS. AND THE NEXT PART OF THAT IS WE WANT TO WORK CLOSELY WITH OUR NEIGHBORS TO BE GOOD NEIGHBORS.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS.

