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“GRIZZLY STATUS”
  


WINSTON GREELY: ALMOST FORTY YEARS AGO THE GRIZZLY BEAR WAS LISTED AS THREATENED IN THE LOWER 48 STATES. TODAY MONTANA IS READY TO TAKE BACK MANAGEMENT OF THIS ICONIC SPECIES.

LAURI HANAUSKA-BROWN: WE BELIEVE THE BEST MEASURE OF SUCCESS FOR ANY MANAGEMENT EFFORTS AT THIS POINT, IS DELISTING. WE BELIEVE THAT BRINGING THE GRIZZLIES BACK UNDER STATE MANAGEMENT IS BEST FOR THE CITIZENS OF MONTANA, IS THE BEST FOR HUNTERS, IT’S BEST FOR THE RECREATIONISTS AND IT’S BEST FOR THE GRIZZLY BEARS.

WINSTON GREELY: CURRENTLY THERE IS AN ESTIMATED 700 GRIZZLY BEARS IN THE GREATER YELLOWSTONE AREA AND 1000 IN THE NORTHERN CONTINENTAL DIVIDE ECOSYSTEM. CONSIDERED SEPARATE AREAS FOR DELISTING PURPOSES, MONTANA HAS DEVELOPED SEPARATE PLANS FOR MANAGING THE BEARS IN THE FUTURE.

LAURI HANAUSKA-BROWN: AND THE GOAL FOR BOTH THE ECOSYSTEMS IS THAT GRIZZLY BEARS WILL BE ALLOWED TO LIVE IN BIOLOGICALLY SUITABLE AND SOCIALLY ACCEPTABLE HABITATS. BUT WHEN BEARS GET INTO TROUBLE, THEY BECOME LESS SOCIALLY ACCEPTABLE AND SO WE MANAGE THOSE BEARS AS CONFLICT BEARS.

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA):  AS GRIZZLIES SLOWLY EXPAND INTO NEW AREAS ACROSS THE STATE, IT WILL BE IMPORTANT FOR MONTANANS TO LEARN TO LIVE AND RECREATE AMONG GRIZZLIES.

LAURI HANAUSKA-BROWN: PEOPLE ON THE FRINGES THAT ARE NEW TO GRIZZLY BEAR PRESENCE ARE HAVING TO LEARN AND MAYBE HAVING TO ADJUST THEIR OWN LIFESTYLES A LITTLE BIT TO AVOID CONFLICT WITH GRIZZLY BEARS.

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA): AND FOR RECREATIONISTS IT’S ALWAYS A GOOD IDEA TO CARRY BEAR SPRAY. I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
