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“GAME BIRD MAN”
  


WINSTON GREELY: AT THE AGE OF 14, RAY JOHNSON HARVESTED HIS FIRST PHEASANT, THAT EXPERIENCE SET HIM ON A QUEST THAT HAS BEEN 59 YEARS IN THE MAKING.

RAY JOHNSON: WHEN I GOT THE OPPORTUNITY, I SAID I WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO HUNT ALL OF THE NORTH AMERICAN GAME BIRDS AND MOUNT THEM.

WINSTON GREELY: RAY’S GOAL TOOK HIM ON ADVENTURES ACROSS NORTH AMERICA. AND LEFT RAY WITH STORIES AND MEMORIES HE HAS PRESERVED IN OVER 250 BIRD DISPLAYS IN HIS HOME.

RAY JOHNSON: I LOOK AT THESE MOUNTED BIRDS AS ARTWORK AND A PHOTOGRAPH. THIS IS A MEMORY OF WHAT A HUNT WAS AND IF YOU PUT IT INTO A DISPLAY, IF YOU MAKE IT ALIVE, THAT IS YOUR PHOTOGRAPH. I COULD SIT HERE AND GO THROUGH THAT ON EVERY ONE OF THESE BIRDS.

WINSTON GREELY: THRU THIS LIFE LONG ENDEAVOR RAY HAS BECOME AN ACCLAIMED TAXIDERMIST, WITH MANY OF HIS WORKS DISPLAYED IN HOMES AND MUSEUMS ACROSS THE COUNTRY. AND THROUGH HIS PURSUIT, RAY HAS DEVELOPED A DEEP LOVE FOR BIRDS AND THEIR CONSERVATION.

RAY JOHNSON: HUNTING, ACTUALLY, IS A CONSERVATION EFFORT. IF WE DID NOT HAVE THAT AND THE CONSERVATIONISTS THAT CAME OUT OF THAT, THERE WOULDN’T BE ANY BIRD WATCHING. THAT’S WHAT GETS FORGOTTEN.

WINSTON GREELY: LAST MAY, RAY COMPLETED HIS QUEST HARVESTING A SOOTY GROUSE IN ALASKA. BUT SURPRISINGLY THE ONE BIRD MISSING FROM HIS MOUNTED DISPLAYS IS THE ONE HE FIRST SHOT ALMOST 60 YEARS AGO.

RAY JOHNSON: IT HAS BEEN A SPECIAL BIRD AND I ENJOY HUNTING THEM. AND I MOUNT LOTS AND LOTS OF PHEASANTS, BUT I JUST HAVEN’T PUT UP ONE. I KEEP SAYING WELL I HAVE A MEMORY OF ONE IN AN APPLE ORCHARD AT 14 FLUSHING AND COMING UP.

WINSTON GREELY: AND WHILE THE PHEASANT MIGHT BE THE LAST GAME BIRD RAY EVER MOUNTS FOR HIMSELF, HIS NEW GOAL IS TO VIEW AS MANY OF THE WORLD’S DIFFERENT BIRDS.

RAY JOHNSON: UPLAND GAME BIRD HUNTING HAS BASICALLY BEEN MY LIFE AND NOW BIRDS ARE MY LIFE BECAUSE WE LOVE TO BIRD WATCH. I THINK WE ARE CLOSE TO 2000 BIRDS RIGHT NOW FOR OUR WORLD LIST.

WINSTON GREELY:  WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS. 
