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“FWP LANDS”
  


WINSTON GREELY: EACH SPRING, WHEN SOME OF MONTANA’S WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS REOPEN, PEOPLE RACE ON TO LOOK FOR ANTLERS. WHILE THESE MAD DASHES ARE AN ANNUAL EVENT, MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS LANDS HAVE BECOME POPULAR FOR MANY OTHER RECREATIONAL USES.

JEFF HAGNER: WE ARE KNOWN FOR OUR RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, LIKE OUR WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS IN PARTICULAR, THOSE ARE PLACES PEOPLE GO TO VIEW WILDLIFE, TO VIEW HABITAT, TO DO THOSE KIND OF THINGS. SO WE DO HAVE A LOT OF USE OF THOSE PROPERTIES.

WINSTON GREELY: FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARK LANDS ARE POPULAR DESTINATIONS FOR HUNTING, CAMPING, WILDLIFE WATCHING AND OTHER OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES; WHILE STILL BEING MANAGED TO BENEFIT WILDLIFE AND THE SURROUNDING LANDSCAPE.

JEFF HAGNER: IN A LOT OF CASES WE HAVE GRAZING LEASES ON THERE, BECAUSE WE RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF GRAZING. AND THE NEXT PART OF THAT IS WE WANT TO WORK CLOSELY WITH OUR NEIGHBORS TO BE GOOD STEWARDS OF THAT PROPERTY, TO MAKE SURE THE HABITAT IS INTACT THAT WE WANT, BUT WE ARE ALSO BEING GOOD NEIGHBORS.

WINSTON GREELY:  MONTANA’S WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS PROVIDE VARIOUS RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, BUT THEIR MAIN PURPOSE IS FOR WILDLIFE HABITAT; WHERE AS MONTANA’S FISHING ACCESS SITES GOAL IS PUBLIC ACCESS.

ALLEN KUSER: THAT IS OUR SOLE PURPOSE IS TO PROVIDE PUBLIC ACCESS, PERMANENT PUBLIC ACCESS. AND IT IS PRIMARILY FOR ANGLING USE, BUT WE ENCOURAGE ALL KINDS OF USES ON OUR SITES.

WINSTON GREELY: IN MONTANA THERE ARE MORE THAN 300 FISHING ACCESS SITES AND MORE THAN 70 WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS; ALL LANDS ACQUIRED IN LARGE PART BY SPORTSMEN AND WOMEN. 

ALLEN KUSER: WITHOUT THE SALE OF HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSES WE WOULDN’T HAVE A PROGRAM, WE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE PUBLIC ACCESS LIKE WE DO.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS.

