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“DUCK ID”
  



WINSTON GREELY: DUCK POPULATIONS ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH RIGHT NOW, BUT THE NUMBER OF WATERFOWL HUNTERS HAS DECLINED OVER THE YEARS. WATERFOWL ADVOCATES POINT TO SOME BARRIERS THAT MIGHT BE KEEPING DUCK HUNTERS FROM THE FIELD.

JIM HANSEN:  ONE OF THE BARRIERS THAT HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED IS IDENTIFYING DUCKS; PEOPLE JUST DON’T FEEL COMFORTABLE OUT THERE HUNTING SOMETIMES.

WINSTON GREELY: TO COUNTER THIS BARRIER HANSEN LEADS A DUCK ID COURSE EVERY FEW YEARS. TEACHING PEOPLE HOW TO IDENTIFY THE VARIETY OF BIRDS THEY MAY ENCOUNTER IN THE FIELD. 

JIM HANSEN: IF WE CAN HELP WITH A DUCK ID CLASS TO GET PAST THAT BARRIER AND LET THEM REALIZE THEY CAN REALLY DO THIS, I THINK THEY ARE MORE LIKELY TO PARTICIPATE AND THEY ARE MORE LIKELY TO INTRODUCE NEW PEOPLE WITH IT.

WINSTON GREELY: THROUGH HIS COURSE, HANSEN ALSO TRIES TO DISPEL OTHER BARRIERS ASSOCIATED WITH WATERFOWL HUNTING.

JIM HANSEN: ANOTHER BARRIER I HEAR PEOPLE TALK ABOUT IS THAT DUCKS AND GEESE AREN’T REALLY FIT TO EAT, BUT THEY DON’T PROBABLY REALLY REALIZE THAT DUCKS AND GEESE ARE GOOD TO EAT IF THEY ARE COOKED RIGHT.

WINSTON GREELY:  BREAKING DOWN THESE BARRIERS WILL HOPEFULLY ENTICE NEW HUNTERS AND PERPETUATE THE SPORT OF HUNTING WATERFOWL.

JIM HANSEN: IT’S JUST A GREAT ACTIVITY FOR A GROUP OR FAMILY TO GET OUT THERE, IT’S JUST A WONDERFUL EXCITING EXPERIENCE AND I REALLY HATE TO SEE PEOPLE MISS OUT ON THAT.

WINSTON GREELY: HANSEN RECOMMENDS THE WATERFOWL IDENTIFICATION IN THE CENTRAL FLYWAY AS A RESOURCE FOR DUCK IDENTIFICATION. THE FREE BOOKLET CAN BE FOUND AT MOST FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARK’S OFFICES. I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 

