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“DIDYMO”
  



WINSTON GREELY: MORE THAN TEN YEARS AGO FISH BIOLOGISTS NOTICED LARGE ALGAE MATS TAKING OVER THE KOOTNAI RIVER BELOW LIBBY DAM. 

JIM DUNNIGAN: DIDYMOSPHENIA OR AS WE CALL IT DIDYMO, WAS VERY APPARENT IT TOOK OVER MANY PORTIONS OF THE RIVER THE BOTTOM THE SUBSTRATE. AND IMMEDIATELY WE HAD CONCERNS WHETHER OR NOT IT WAS IMPACTING THE TROUT POPULATION IN THE KOOTENAI RIVER.

WINSTON GREELY: AT THE SAME TIME THERE WERE REPORTS OF DIDYMO BECOMING A NUISANCE AROUND THE WORLD AND BIOLOGISTS SOON LEARNED DIDYMO BLOOMS COULD ALTER THE BUG STRUCTURE OF A RIVER.

JIM DUNNIGAN: IT’S NOT SO MUCH IMPACTING TROUT THEMSELVES, BUT BASICALLY THEIR FOOD SOURCE.

WINSTON GREELY: TODAY RESEARCHERS ARE LOOKING TO SEE IF DIDYMO OUTBREAKS ARE IMPACTING TROUT POPULATIONS AND ALSO LOOKING AT THE CAUSE OF DIDYMO GROWTH.

KATIE COYLE: DIDYMO IS ACTUALLY A NATIVE SPECIES TO MONTANA AND IDAHO. AND WHAT WE FOUND WAS DIDYMO MOST OF THE TIME OCCURS IN ITS NATURAL STATE. AND SO THE NUISANCE MATS ARE KIND OF A NEW THING AND THAT IS WHAT WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT IS WHAT CHANGED TO FORCE THIS WELL BEHAVING DIATOM INTO THESE GELATINOUS MATS THAT COVER THE ENTIRE RIVER BOTTOM.

WINSTON GREELY:  ONE DIDYMO OUTBREAK THEORY IS DUE TO A NUTRIENT IMBALANCE IN THE WATER. SO FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MONTANA, RESEARCHERS ARE ARTIFICIALLY ADDING NUTRIENTS TO A RIVER.

KATIE COYLE: AND SO WE THINK THAT BY MANIPULATING THE NUTRIENTS IN THE WATER WE THINK WE KIND OF CAN UNDERSTAND WHY THIS SPECIES IS GOING TO THIS PHASE MORE COMMONLY.

WINSTON GREELY: THESE STUDIES WILL CONCLUDE NEXT YEAR AND RESEARCHERS HOPE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT DIDYMO IMPACTS AND POSSIBLY FIND A WAY TO CONTROL THEM. I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
