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“CWD STUDY”
  

WINSTON GREELY: SOME WILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS BELIEVE A DISEASE COULD HAVE DRAMATIC CONSEQUENCES ON WILD DEER, ELK AND MOOSE POPULATIONS IN YEARS TO COME.

JENNIFER RAMSEY: I DON’T THINK WE KNOW WHAT THE LONG TERM IMPACTS ARE YET, PEOPLE HAVE BEEN DOING ALL KINDS OF MODELING TO TRY TO PREDICT THAT. SOME POPULATIONS IF THEY GET CWD MAY HAVE A REALLY HARD TIME KEEPING NUMBERS UP AND OTHER POPULATIONS MAYBE WONT HAVE AS HARD A TIME.

WINSTON GREELY: CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE, OR CWD, IS A NEUROLOGICAL DISEASE FOUND IN DEER, ELK AND MOOSE. CWD ATTACKS THE BRAINS OF INFECTED ANIMALS AND IS ALWAYS FATAL. MONTANA HAS NOT DETECTED CWD YET, BUT IT DOES OCCUR IN WYOMING, SOUTH DAKOTA, NORTH DAKOTA, ALBERTA AND SASKATCHEWAN. AND WITH THE CURRENT WILDLIFE STRATEGY OF SURVEILLANCE AND MONITORING TO COMBAT CWD, BIOLOGISTS ARE LOOKING TO SEE IF DEER IN NORTH CENTRAL MONTANA ARE CONNECTING WITH ANY OF THE CWD KNOWN AREAS IN CANADA.

JENNIFER RAMSEY: SO WE KNOW THAT THERE IS CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE NOT TOO FAR NORTH OF HERE, AND SO BY COLLARING THE DEER WE WILL SEE WHERE THEY GO AND WE WILL HAVE A BETTER IDEA OF WHETHER THEY MIX WITH THE DEER UP IN THAT AREA OR NOT.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS MOVEMENT STUDY IS A CHANGE IN CWD MANAGEMENT STRATEGY, THAT MAY PROVE MORE SUCCESSFUL AND COST EFFECTIVE THEN PREVIOUS SURVEILLANCE.

JENNIFER RAMSEY: WE WERE DOING A LOT OF SURVEILLANCE OVER THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS, BUT IN THE LAST FEW YEARS WE HAVEN’T DONE AS MUCH BECAUSE THERE HASN’T BEEN MONEY TO DO IT. SO NOW INSTEAD OF HAVING HUNTERS EVERYWHERE SUBMIT HEADS AND US DOING TESTING KINDA OF ON A BROAD SCALE WE ARE FOCUSING ON AREAS THAT ARE HIGH RISK AND LOOK AT THOSE REAL CLOSE.

WINSTON GREELY:  WITH THE GOAL OF HOPEFULLY DETECTING AND CONTAINING CWD EARLY, BEFORE IT SPREADS THROUGHOUT MONTANA.  I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 

