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“CENTENNIAL GRAYLING”
  

WINSTON GREELY: IN ONE OF MONTANA’S MOST REMOTE PLACES, MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY RESEARCHERS STRAP ON SKIS AND HEAD ONTO THE ICE TO TRACK ARCTIC GRAYLING.

MIKE DAVIS: THE MORE WE KNOW ABOUT THIS POPULATION IN THIS LAKE AND THE HABITATS THAT ARE CRITICAL FOR THEIR SURVIVAL THROUGHOUT THE WINTER, THE BETTER WE WILL BE ABLE TO MANAGE GRAYLING THROUGHOUT THE STATE.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS RESEARCH IS PART OF A BROADER LOOK AT ONE OF THE LAST STRONGHOLDS OF ARCTIC GRAYLING IN MONTANA.

MATT JAEGER: EVEN THOUGH POPULATIONS ARE PRESENTLY DOING FAIRLY WELL, SOME OF THE HIGHEST ABUNDANCES WE HAVE SEEN IN FIFTY YEARS, WE WANT TO MAKE SURE WE UNDERSTAND WHAT THE POPULATION DRIVERS ARE SO GOING FORWARD WE ARE MAKING THE RIGHT MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION DECISIONS TO ENSURE LONG TERM VIABILITY.

WINSTON GREELY: ALONG WITH MONITORING THE GRAYLING’S WINTER HABITAT, OTHER FACTORS BIOLOGISTS ARE LOOKING AT IS THE QUALITY OF SPAWNING AREAS AND WHETHER OTHER FISH SPECIES ARE HAVING AN IMPACT ON GRAYLING; INFORMATION THAT WILL GO A LONG WAY IN SECURING THE FUTURE OF MONTANA’S ARCTIC GRAYLING POPULATIONS.

MATT JAEGER: THIS IS JUST ONE PIECE OF BROADER GRAYLING CONSERVATION AND IF WE ARE ABLE TO SHOW IN MOST OF THE PLACES THERE STILL ARE MONTANA ARCTIC GRAYLING THAT WE HAVE GOT GOOD STRATEGIES AND CONSERVATION MEASURES ON THE GROUND THEN THERE IS LESS REASON TO LIST THIS SPECIES TO ENSURE ITS’ LONG TERM VIABILITY AND PERSISTENCE IN MONTANA.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
