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“CAPTURING WILDLIFE”
  



WINSTON GREELY: WHEN IT COMES TO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT THERE ARE TIMES WHEN A BIOLOGIST NEEDS TO GET THEIR HANDS ON AN ANIMAL. 

QUENTIN KUJULA: THERE CAN BE CAPTURE FOR TRANSPLANT REASONS TO CAPTURE ANIMALS TO MOVE THEM FROM HERE TO OVER THERE. THERE CAN BE CAPTURE FOR RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND IT INCLUDES ANIMAL CAPTURE MAYBE YOU ARE MEASURING SOME THINGS, MAYBE YOU ARE COLLECTING SOME HEALTH SAMPLES, MAYBE YOU ARE PUTTING A RADIO COLLAR ON AN ANIMAL.

WINSTON GREELY: BIOLOGISTS USE A WIDE VARIETY OF METHODS TO CAPTURE ANIMALS FROM TRAPS, SPOTLIGHTING AND NETTING BIRDS, GROUND DARTING, DROP NETS BUT ONE OF THE MAIN METHODS IS USING A HELICOPTER TO DART OR NET AN ANIMAL.

QUENTIN KUJULA: SOME OF THOSE METHODS ARE MORE SPECIFIC OR TARGETTED THAN OTHERS, AERIAL DARTING OR AERIAL NET GUNNING YOU CAN OBVIOUSLY BE VERY SPECIFIC TAKING JUST BUCKS OR JUST COW ELK OBVIOUSLY YOU CAN TARGET THOSE ANIMALS EASIER.

WINSTON GREELY: THRU THE YEARS WILDLIFE CAPTURE METHODS HAVE EVOLVED, BUT SAFETY HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE MAIN GOAL.

QUENTIN KUJULA: THE FUNDAMENTAL OBJECTIVE IS TO CAPTURE THE ANIMAL IN A MANNER THAT IS SAFE TO THE HUMAN INVOLVED AND IS SAFE TO THE ANIMALS, THOSE HAVE BEEN TOP PRIORITIES FROM THE VERY BEGINNING.

WINSTON GREELY:  AND WHILE CAPTURING WILDLIFE IS A VERY USEFUL MANAGEMENT METHOD, TODAY’S MODERN TECHNOLOGY IS ALLOWING BIOLOGISTS TO MANAGE WILDLIFE WITHOUT HANDLING THEM.

QUENTIN KUJULA:  THE NON INVASIVE METHODOLOGIES COLLECTING THE HAIR SAMPLES FOR DNA, CAMERA WORK THAT HAS ADDED TO THE TOOL BOX BUT IT HASN’T REMOVED THE NEED TO GO OUT AND PHYSICALLY CAPTURE THE ANIMAL.

WINSTON GREELY: I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 

