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“BRUCELLOSIS UPDATE”
  


WINSTON GREELY: FOR THE LAST CENTURY BISON HAVE BEEN AT THE CENTER OF MANAGING BRUCELLOSIS IN THE WILD, BUT IN THE LAST FEW YEARS WILDLIFE MANAGERS ARE LOOKING AT ELK AS ANOTHER SOURCE OF BRUCELLOSIS ON THE LANDSCAPE.

NEIL ANDERSON: YES THERE IS BRUCELLOSIS IN BISON IN THE GREATER YELLOWSTONE ECOSYSTEM, HOWEVER IN ELK THAT EXPOSURE RATE SO THE NUMBER OF ANIMALS THAT HAVE BEEN EXPOSED AND TEST POSITIVE ON BLOOD TESTS HAS GREATLY INCREASED OVER THE LAST TEN OR SO YEARS.

WINSTON GREELY: THE INCREASE OF BRUCELLOSIS IN MONTANA ELK LED TO THE CREATION OF A CITIZEN WORKING GROUP, WHICH LAST YEAR PROVIDED MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DEALING WITH ELK AND BRUCELLOSIS.

QUENTIN KUJALA: THE RECOMMENDATIONS IS TO MANAGE IT, IDENTIFY IT, MINIMIZE IT TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, NOT SIMPLY BY KILLING ELK BUT BY SEEING IF YOU CAN MOVE ELK AND CATTLE AWAY FROM EACH OTHER WITH A FOCUS ON THAT TIME OF YEAR WHEN THE RISK IS GREATEST.

WINSTON GREELY:  MONTANA’S CURRENT KNOWN AREA OF BRUCELLOSIS IS LOCATED IN THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE STATE, AN AREA THAT WILDLIFE RESEARCHERS ARE IN THE PROCESS OF LEARNING MORE ABOUT.

NEIL ANDERSON: IT’S A PRETTY SIGNIFICANT AREA IN MONTANA AND IF YOU LOOK AT SOME OF THE OTHER STATES ITS’ EVEN LARGER. SO OUR GOAL HOPEFULLY IS TO UNDERSTAND WHERE ITS’ AT, TRY AND LEARN MORE ABOUT IT AND THEN START HAVING THOSE DISCUSSIONS ON WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO, IS THERE ANYTHING WE CAN DO.

WINSTON GREELY: CURRENTLY THERE IS NO PRACTICAL METHOD FOR ELIMINATING BRUCELLOSIS IN WILDLIFE, SO WILDLIFE MANAGERS ARE PARTNERING WITH AG PRODUCERS TO INITIATE A PREVENTION STRATEGY.

NEIL ANDERSON: SO IT IS KIND OF A PARTNERSHIP, WE ARE TRYING TO TALK TO LANDOWNERS AND SAY DURING THE RISK PERIOD FOR BRUCELLOSIS, WHICH IS BASICALLY FROM MID JANUARY THROUGH THE CALVING PERIOD IN MID JUNE, THIS IS WHERE THE ELK ARE AND THIS IS WHERE THE HIGH RISK AREAS ARE, SO CAN WE DO THINGS TO TRY AND KEEP ELK AND CATTLE SEPARATE IN THOSE AREAS.

WINSTON GREELY: AND WHILE ONLY IN ITS’ FIRST YEAR, THIS PREVENTION STRATEGY IS PROVING EFFECTIVE. WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
